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Attempting To Embrace Patience 
in a Speedy World of Results
by Millisa A Morrow, staff writer
As the saying goes, “Grant me Pa-
tience, Lord. But hurry!”
The first time I learned of this clever 
statement, I was a teenager. I read 
it on a sign in my then-best-friend’s 
bathroom. I can only assume her 
mother put it there.
I understood the irony and humor 
then. However, now that I have 
kids I have more insight as to why 
she might have placed such a sign 
in the family bathroom. Standing 
on the shag green carpet, the whole 
family could see it reflected in the 
gold-flecked tile mirror daily. Not 
only was it a reminder to them and 
humorous to guests, but most likely 
it was a holy prayer for a mom with 
four children.
The notion that we are impatient 
souls is not a new one. But is this 
new world of hurried results making 

us MORE impatient?
You loved those shoes in the sale 
ad that popped up in your inbox? 
Great! One click and you’ll have 
them tomorrow.
Can’t recall when Abe Lincoln was 
shot? Just Google it! 
You can e-mail your veterinarian 
for your cat’s vaccination records. 
They’ll have them to you pronto.
It’s never been easier to remod-
el your home, or at least picture it 
in 3D with the latest app on your 
smartphone.
You can take a photograph and see 
it instantly. Our children always say, 
“let me see!” as soon as we snap a 
picture of their silly faces. 
All of these first world, modern 
conveniences are wonderful. We 
love to take advantage of them, and 
who doesn’t? Then we can do more, 
save more, know more.  

And we can do it faster.
But what is happening 
to that notion of wait-
ing, of seeing spectacular 
results in a year’s time 
rather than an hour or a 
week? Are we forgetting 
to share with our chil-
dren and grandchildren 
the virtue of patience? 
Developing the film. 
Waiting for the album. 
Watching the backyard 
garden grow. Learning 
something slowly by ab-
sorbing it from a book, 

see OPPORTUNITY page 2

This Week’s Birthdays
ALLEN S. (AL) KOSOFF
Birthday: July 30 
Joined RCS:  1990 
Architect

 
THOMAS (TOM) O’SHEA
Birthday: August 1
Joined RCS: 1985
Higher Education Administration, 
Senior Active

This Week’s Program: 
The Rescue Mission’s CEO
from The Program Committee  

Sharing Hope, Changing Lives, Strengthening 
Communities... that’s the motto of The Resuce 
Mission. They also tell visitors to their website 
(www.rmlifechanging.org) “No one should 
have to be hungry or homeless. It can happen 
for so many reasons and once there, it can be 
a difficult road back. You can help the Rescue 
Mission work to end hunger and homelessness 
by joining our mission”.
Alan Thornton has a 19-year history with 
the Rescue Mission and was appointed Chief 
Executive Officer in August 2012.  Alan first 
began working with the Rescue Mission as a 
summer volunteer and officially joined the or-
ganization after graduating from Messiah Col-
lege in 1994. Prior to being appointed CEO, 
Alan’s tenure includes serving as the Rescue 
Mission’s Chief Operating Officer as well as 
leading the Social Enterprise and Program 
Services teams. Under Alan’s leadership, the 
Rescue Mission provides services in Syracuse, 
Auburn, Binghamton, and Ithaca. He and his 
team are continuously striving to share hope, 
end hunger and homelessness, changes lives, 
and strengthen communities one person at a 
time. He has dedicated his career to serving 
the most vulnerable members of our commu-
nity. Alan and his wife Simone have 4 children 
and reside in Manlius. 
Read Alan’s blog (www.rmlifechanging.org/
alans-blog)  z
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Think About Membership  A message from your President 

How do we attract people to become inter-
ested in joining Rotary?
As Rotarians, we know what it takes to re-
main engaged in our organization. If you 
talk to the members who have been in our 
club the longest they can tell you about the 
total amount of time they have dedicated 
to Rotary over the years. They can attest to 
the effort needed to rise through the ranks 
of Rotary to become an agent of change. 
They will tell you that membership reten-
tion has been a bullet-point within the 
theme of many past District Governors 
and RI officials. 
If you talk to members who are new to Ro-
tary, they will tell you that their lives are 
the furthest thing from leisurely. Take me 
for example. I am a forty-something pro-
fessional with a demanding career, young 
children and a schedule that will only be-
come busier as time goes on. 
Back in the spring, while attending PETS, 
I and other incoming presidents were told 

of the “revolving door” phenomenon and its 
implications for our collective work and the 
future of Rotary. We were offered solutions 
that focused on keeping members engaged, 
ensuring their involvement in committees 
and fundraisers, and keeping meetings fun 
and stimulating. 
I feel that the solutions that were offered 
at PETS, while good ideas, may have fell 
short in answering the question on how to 
attract people who will dedicate their time 
to Rotary.
The people we need, that can make a differ-
ence, are the ones that are the busiest and 
have a limited amount of time to give and 
are the ones that commit themselves to ev-
erything they do. They are special individ-
uals who know that the world needs help 
and that they are the ones to give it.
So, I guess the purpose of this is to simply 
ask you, “How do we attract people to be-
come interested in joining Rotary"?  z

Opportunity to make 
a difference     from page 1
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AUGUST 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Alan Thorton, 

CEO - The Rescue Mission

AUGUST 8
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Paul Kocak, author of 

“Tipp Hill Litanies”

AUGUST 15
11:00 am 

Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Brooke Jensen of The National 

Federation of the Blind

Goldstein Shares His Personal History
by Jim Morrow

Without a script and nothing more 
than a captive audience, Jeff Goldstein 
painted us a picture with his ability 
to tell a story. During his presenta-
tion last Friday, Mr. Goldstein, Prez 
Jim’s former high school social stud-
ies teacher, taught us a little about his 
tumultuous childhood. Within a few 
minutes, the Rotary meeting was riv-
eted while trying to imagine the life 
that Jeff lived with his abusive mother 
and father. Jeff said that one of the re-

sults of his ordeal was a fear of standing 
in front of a group of people and speak-
ing. His life-long coping mechanism 
has been an inherent drive to face his 
fears, head-on, and do the things that 
“normal” people do with perceived ease. 
This “self-therapy” enabled him to be-
come a high school teacher, instructor, 
and as we witnessed, an excellent pub-
lic speaker. Jeff is donating 100% of the 
profit from the sale of his book, “Caught 
In The Undertow”, to The McMahon/
Ryan Child Advocacy Center. z

Jeff Goldstein addressing the club last week.

not from an electronic device.
Your current Rotary Club Presi-
dent has more patience than I will 
ever have. (I couldn’t even type this 
without grumbling frustrations at 
my laptop!) I know he’s patient, 
because I married him. For that, 
he had to have more patience than 
you can possibly imagine. 
Jim has an opportunity to make a 
difference long term, and that is 
what he hopes to do for some chil-
dren right here in Syracuse. It may 
begin as a notion and grow due to 
his big heart, but it will not have a 
definitive end. It will be a test of 
patience to see just how many kids 
can be lifted up, because you won’t 
see immediate results. 
Results may not be widespread. 
Results may not come for a month, 
or until the end of a year-long ini-
tiative, or maybe even for (gasp!) 
YEARS, when one child graduates 
and says, ya know what? The Rota-
ry Club of Syracuse made a differ-
ence in MY life, and I am grateful.
There are some things that simply 
cannot be rushed.
Such an endeavor will have started 
with a bit of service, and a lot of 
patience. I look forward to some-
day seeing the results, and I hope 
you will, too.z


