
PRESIDENT 
JAMES C. MORROW

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
ROBERT SHERBURNE

SECRETARY 
RAMON LEACH

TREASURER 
DAN MORROW

 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  
HAROLD SCHUMM

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE • CLUB #42 • ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 7150 • CHARTED 1912 • FRIDAY, JULY 25, 2014

This Week’s Program: Jeff Goldstein
Author of “Caught In The Undertow: Escaping the Grip of Childhood Abuse”

Against the backdrop of the tumultuous 
1960’S, Jeff Goldstein was forced to em-
bark on an emotional journey searching 
for sanctuary from a cycle of physical, 
verbal and mental 
abuse. This engrossing 
memoir captures the 
exuberance of a young 
boy playing on the 
streets of Brooklyn, 
running through the 
ocean breezes of Long 
Island, and then being 
inexorably drawn into 
the dark shadows of abuse after the unex-
pected death of his beloved sister.
Jeff, even while trapped in a personal hell 
that was bidden from his teachers and 
friends, was able to display the tenacity and persistence to 
rise above his circumstances. Guided by unforgettable char-
acters who became role models, and becoming open to new, 
enlightening ideas, he formed a positive personal vision that 
enabled him to navigate past the adversity. Jeff shares the 
innermost thoughts of an adolescent boy as he triumphantly 
escapes the undertow.
Jeff Goldstein has experienced a fulfilling thirty-Six year ca-
reer as a high school social science reacher and a coach. He 
taught economics, government, law, leadership, and Amer-
ican history at LaFayette High School near Syracuse, New 
York, and sociology and psychology through Syracuse Uni-
versity. He also coached basketball and a mock trial team, 
and was a basketball official. Jeff was very active as a volun-
teer in community youth sports. He coached soccer, basket-
ball and baseball, and served as the director of officials, and 
the director of soccer.
Jeff has been physically active his whole life; participating 
in various sports such as running, skiing and basketball. He 
also has been involved in writing. Jeff wrote an American 

history textbook about the 1950’s, 60’s 
and 70’s titled, America’s Search for Iden-
tity, and another concerning the topic of 
participatory government for high school 
seniors. He has written poetry and song 
lyrics ever since his teenage years.
Jeff now receives gratification as a Dale 
Carnegie instructor and teaches courses 
in leadership, human relations, manage-
ment, and communication. He also is 
a Dale Carnegie master instructor and 
trains other instructors. He has spent his 
entire adult life living near Syracuse, and 
the most important part of his life is the 
great happiness that he receives from be-
ing a husband, a dad, and a granddad. z

see CALL, page 2

Thank You, DG Deb Glisson
by Jim Morrow, President of The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc.

I wish to thank our District Governor, Deb Glisson, and 
the Assistant Governor, Phyllis Danks, for visiting our 
club last week. Ms. Glisson’s presentation included an 
outline of her goals for the 2014-15 year as well as an 
unveiling of the “Light Up Rotary” theme. She was also 
presented with the club’s $500 donation to the RI Foun-
dation.
I felt the DG’s remarks about membership retention and 
recruitment are important ones to remember. Rotarians 
in our neck of the woods seem to be an endangered spe-
cies as we witness the decline in the number of members 
in our own club, as well as others in District 7150. As 
your President, I encourage everyone to take a personal 
responsibility in growing our club and reinforcing our 
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Something More to Think About
by Jim Morrow and from the Internet, so it must be true

On average, teachers in the Syracuse City 
School District receive a salary of $56,095 
per year. The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) reports the median annual salary 
for high school teachers was $55,050 in 
2012. The best-paid 10 percent in the 
field made approximately $85,690, while 
the bottom 10 percent made $36,930. 
Compensation is typically based on years 
of experience and educational level.
75% of the Syracuse City School Dis-
trict’s student body receive reduced price 
lunches.  

The Superintendent, Sharon L. Contre-
ras, was appointed to her position by the 
Syracuse City school board on March 
16, 2011, following a national search. 
In June, Syracuse Teachers Association 
President Kevin Ahern announced a vote 
of no confidence in Superintendent Sha-
ron Contreras. Ahern said 95 percent of 
STA members expressed no confidence 
in the superintendent in balloting held 
within the schools.
In 2013, the district-wide graduation rate 
was 55%.

New York State Spends the Most Per Pupil in the U.S.
The Syracuse City School District has 
20,177 students and spends $15,962 per 
year, per student.
As the map below shows, there is a fair-
ly massive gap in the amount of money 
spent on students across the country. 
This map comes from new Census data 
released earlier this year which includes 
money spent on salaries, student trans-
portation and instruction.
There’s a particularly acute gulf visible in 
different regions. As the Census Bureau’s 
announcement noted, the nine Northeast 
states were among the 15 states spending 
the most per pupil; 18 states in the South 
and West were among the 20 states 
spending the least per pu-
pil. New York spends the 
most per pupil ($19,552), 
more than three times 
the per-student amount 
spent in Utah ($6,206), 
the last state on the list.
There are a few things 
to keep in mind. For 
one thing, the salary in-
formation doesn’t factor 
in cost of living adjust-
ments; these obviously 
matter, because a teacher 
in New York is going to 

be paid more than a teacher in Nevada. 
(This map shows you how much teachers 
are paid state by state.)
In addition, spending alone doesn’t deter-
mine the quality of education. There are a 
wide variety of factors that can determine 
this, and funding — while important in 
terms of resources, technology, various 
supplies and staff size — is just one part 
of that. Still, underfunded districts face 
particular challenges.
Throughout the U.S., an average of 
$10,608 was spent per student in 2012. 
That’s slightly down from the $10,615 
average in 2010 and up from the $10,259 
average in 2008.  z
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JULY 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Clear Path for Veterans 
SRF Grant update

Program 
Jeffery Goldstein, author of  
“Caught in the Undertow”

AUGUST 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
TBA

AUGUST 8
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Paul Kocak, 

Tipp Hill Litanies

CONGRATULATIONS
MIKE MASCI 

RAMON LEACH 
DOUG SMITH

ON THEIR 

 MEMBER SPONSORSHIP 
PINNING FROM DG DEB GLISSON!

Club Meetings

existing membership. Invite an 
associate to a meeting. Bring 
a neighbor, daughter, son, or 
grandchild to lunch. Call a 
Syracuse Rotarian that we 
haven’t seen at a meeting in a 
while and remind them of the 
importance of participating in 
their club. z

Call a Rotarian!
from page 1


