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This Week’s Program: John Katko
Candidate for United States Congress from New York’s 24th District

John Katko, 51, is a former feder-
al prosecutor and Onondaga County 
native. After attending Bishop Lud-
den High School, John graduated cum 
laude from both Niagara Universi-
ty and Syracuse University School of 
Law, where he was Associate Editor of 
the Law Review. After college and law 
school, John worked for several years as 
an associate at a prestigious Washing-
ton, DC-based law firm before moving 
to the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission where he was responsible 
for enforcing federal securities law. In 1994, John began a 
two decades-long career with the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, first as a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Eastern 
District of Virginia and then with the DOJ’s Criminal Di-
vision, Narcotic & Dangerous Drug Section based in the 
Nation’s Capital.
In 1998, John and his wife Robin, a registered nurse, re-
turned home to Central New York to raise their family. John 
brought his experience as a Senior Trial Attorney prosecut-
ing major drug traffickers across the country to the United 
States Attorney’s Office of the Northern District of New 
York. Based in Syracuse, John served as Supervisor of the 
Narcotics Section before rising to the concurrent positions 
of Narcotics Chief, Organized Crime Drug Enforcement 
Task Force Coordinator, Binghamton Office Supervisor, 

Team Leader, and Grand Jury Coordi-
nator.
As a local leader in organized crime 
and high-level narcotics federal prose-
cutions, John was instrumental in for-
mulating the Syracuse Gang Violence 
Task Force in 2002 and overseeing all 
gang-related federal prosecutions since 
that time, bringing the first-ever suc-
cessful RICO gang prosecutions to 
Syracuse. John’s portfolio also includes 
work with the region’s successful Weed 

and Seed programs and multiple high 
profile money laundering, health care fraud, and political 
and police corruption prosecutions.
John’s prosecutorial and law enforcement work has received 
local, national and international attention. He has lectured 
extensively across the country – including at DOJ’s Nation-
al Advocacy Center as well as Cornell and Syracuse Law 
Schools – and has trained fellow prosecutors as far away 
as Croatia and El Salvador. His decorated service has been 
marked with recognitions and awards from multiple U.S. 
Attorneys General, the Director of the FBI, and the Syra-
cuse Police Department.
This January, John retired from the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice to become a full-time candidate for United States Con-
gress from New York’s 24th District. z

JOHN LEWIEN
Joined: November 1986 
Birthday: July 2 
Association, TLS

Last Week’s Birthday

John with his wife, Robin and their three sons.

More Syracuse Rotary Trivia
by Dr. Al Falcone

I wonder how many Syracuse Rotarians can remember a Rotary 
president from 1929. As I read the list of presidents published in 
the last issue of The Press, I saw the name James A. Shea, presi-
dent in 1929. ‘Pop” Shea was the principal of Lincoln Junior High 
School when I attended there from 1936 to1939. He personally 
signed every report card and we loved him.
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Scene and Herd Reboot - A Recap of Last Week’s RCS Meeting
Prez Gary picked up his trusty gavel for the last time to call 
us to order in Drumlin’s  University Room for our annual 
Changing of the Guard ceremony. Brad led us in a rousing 
rendition of God Bless America, to which resident come-
dian Tom O’Shea added...”and Tully” in honor of the resi-
dence of incoming Prez Jim Morrow.
John Lewien was the lucky 50/50 winner but on calculating 
the odds of getting the red queen, he decided to take the $5 
and call it a day. Apparently calculating different odds, run-
ner up Dave DeSilva did draw for the queen, but once again 
she escaped discovery, leaving the big pot for next week. As 
usual lots of happy dollars flew today including one from 
Prez Gary who was happy that almost immediately on the 
conclusion of his term he’s leaving for Uganda with a church 
group to continue to do good for the good folks there.
Nora Heaphy, Development Director for InterFaith Works, 
updated us on how they’ve used our $1500 grant to sub-
stantially update its web site. She also gave us some addi-
tional background on IFW which is one of the most diverse 
non profits in the area focusing on settling refugees, serving 
senior citizens, providing spiritual care for patients in area 
hospitals and prisons and advancing democracy based dia-

logue to help build bridges of understanding among peoples 
of various races, faiths, ethnicities and cultures.
Prez Gary summoned up Google to help him convey his 
“sincere and heartfelt” feelings on completing his term, and 
it was a hoot, along with being...sincere and heartfelt (if you 
filled in the many blanks....). You had to be there, but it was 
vintage Gary and well received by all. Gary then proceeded 
to express his appreciation for the honor of serving and to 
thank many Club members for their contributions during 
his year. Following that he graciously introduced our new 
Prez, Jim Morrow, whose lovely wife Millisa did the honors 
of affixing Jim’s new President’s pin. Whereupon Jim pre-
sented Gary with his well earned diamond studded PP pin.
Jim then introduced his team and announced his themes for 
the year including new memberships, increased attendance, 
better club promotion and some hands on efforts to help 
poor kids in Syracuse. Amen to all that. And with Jim at the 
helm, rest assured that it will be a great Rotary year and lots 
will happen. But not until after July 4, as Jim gaveled us to 
adjournment by saying that his first act as Prez is to give us 
a week off. Next meeting is July 11 when our speaker will 
be John Katko, Republican candidate for US Congress.  z

JULY 11
11:00 am 
RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: John Katko, 
candidate for US Congress

JULY 18
11:00 am 
Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: DG Deb Glisson’s 
Official Visit to Syracuse 
Rotary

JULY 25
12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Clear Path for Veterans SRF 
Grant update

Program: Jeffery Goldstein, 
author of “Caught in the 
Undertow”

A LOOK AHEAD

Something to think about:
1. Of all 696 school districts within New York State, the Syracuse City 

School District ranks 680th.
2. In 2013, Lemoyne Elementary School, on the city’s northside, 

ranked worse than 94.8% of elementary schools in New York and 
9th among 19 ranked elementary schools in the Syracuse City 
School District.

SOURCE: www.schooldigger.com - SchoolDigger’s database and code base 
are proprietary and built in-house. They do not lease data from other agencies; 
instead, they collect data for over 130,000 schools and over 18,000 districts in all 50 
states in the US. The data is updated continuously. Test scores drive their exclusive 
school rankings, which are a very popular feature with the site’s millions of users.

Syracuse City School’s LeMoyne Elementary School 
on Syracuse’s northside.


