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This Week’s Program: Student Recognition Awards
Students From Nine Area High Scools Will be Honored for Their Acheivments

On Friday, The Rotary Club of Syracuse will honor the out-
standing acheivements of several high school seniors from 
some of our area schools. This year, nine schools were each 
asked to identify two high performing students within their 
senior classes for recognition at our annual ceremony. 
Syracuse Rotarian, Dr. Al Falcone, shares a story as it relates 
to the awards; 

A few years ago, the late Dr. Stewart Thompson, a retired 
orthodontist and Dr. Alfred Falcone, a retired plastic sur-
geon, sat at a table with a young lady and a young man 
with their counselor. After enjoying the buffet lunch the stu-
dents and counselor were called to the podium. The counselor 
mentioned the community involvement, volunteerism and 
accomplishments of the two students to much applause. The 
students then received a recognition plaque and returned to 
their seats. With a generous smile, the young lady spoke up, 
“Dr. Falcone, my mother sings your praises and I want to 
thank you for the wonderful job you did in repairing my cleft 
lip and cleft palate.” She continued, “Dr. Thompson, thank 
you also for straightening my teeth so I have a nice smile.”
A small world coincidence that of all the available tables and 
of all the students, the two Rotarians were joined by a for-
mer patient. 

The annual event is one of the high-water marks of our club 
and always proves to be uplifting for our members as well as 
rewarding for the students. So, don’t miss this week’s meet-

ing. Also, Rotarians are strongly encouraged to sit with the 
recipeints and their school’s representatives for lunch and 
the ceremony that will follow. Also, make an attempt to ar-
rive early so the program can begin promptly and conclude 
on time.

2014 Award Recipients
CHRISTIAN BROTHERS ACADEMY

Barnes Werner Abigail Capella

CORCORAN
Sophia Kardaras Emilio Ortiz

FAITH HERITAGE
Sawyer Lee Gabrielle Capone

FOWLER
Joe Crisafulli Christine Valle

BISHOP GRIMES
Eric Fernandez Hollie Cartini

HENNINGER
Aidan Tinelli Katie Lanza

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY AT CENTRAL
Tajilakim Turner Jermaine Williams

BISHOP LUDDEN
Timothy Murphy Claire Sheen

NOTTINGHAM
Nicholas Craner Nickoy Allen

MAY 30
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Student Recognition Awards 

JUNE 6
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
George Kilpatrick

JUNE 13
11:00 am 
RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Hospice Foundation 
of CNY - Sarah Piskor

JUNE 20
11:00 am 
Foundation Baord Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Mathew 25 Farm 
Update - Rick Rarick

UPCOMING ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 
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This Week’s Birthday
NATHAN (NATE) PODKAMINER
Joined: September 1977 
Birthday: May 30 
Construction Management

2014-15 CHANGING OF THE GUARD
FRIDAY, JUNE 27

Scene and Herd Reboot - A Recap of Last Week’s RCS Meeting
In anticipation of our speaker today--
Scott Shafer, SU’s head football coach, 
Prez Gary told us all up front that we 
ought to squash any thoughts that 
Coach Shafer was here today to re-
cruit some of us for the Orange. Won’t 
happen, Gary says, so get over it and 
move on. With those sobering (and all 
so truthful) words, our Friday meeting 
moved on to a rousing rendition of 
God Bless America followed by SUite 
Brad Strait’s  appropriately inspiring 
football oriented invocation.
Several guests were introduced in-
cluding Jim and Sally Glad’s grand 
daughter Ellie Jean who Jim proposed 
for Syracuse Rotary membership (in 
the class of 2030...), Jason Poles, former football Orange-
man and now with SU’s Development Office and Lou Kup-
perman, former Syracuse businessman and great supporter 
of the Orange. Frank Decker gave the 50/50 the college 
try (keeping with the football idioms) but no soap (nor red 
queen), so Alex Charters took home the $5 consolation 
prize. Lots of happy dollars including one to welcome back 
Al Falcone from his April in Paris sojourn.

Tom (old Irish) O’Shea introduced 
Coach Shafer who gave a brief over-
view of his football coaching career 
and then proudly said that he loves it 
here in Syracuse where he’s into his 
second year as head football coach. 
He’s an impressive man with a mis-
sion--that is, to win with hard nosed 
integrity, while quietly serving the 
community. That’s often not easy be-
cause 3/4 of his team come from diffi-
cult backgrounds including poor, sin-
gle parent families where they’re often 
the first in the family to go to college. 
His message to “his kids” includes fo-
cusing on controlling the controlla-

ble by attitude, effort and enthusiasm. 
And keep it simple, quoting Albert Einstein who once said 
“ If you can’t explain it simply, you don’t understand it well 
enough.” Coach Shafer is, indeed, an inspiring leader devot-
ed to doing the right thing while aspiring to win and mak-
ing every effort to see that “his kids” take the educational 
opportunity at SU seriously and graduate. Here’s to another 
great season, Coach, and Go Orange!  z

The YMCA’s Executive Director expresses thanks for 
the Syracuse Rotary Foundation’s grant gift of $1,500.

Scott Shafer receives his Syracuse Rotary mug.
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SYRACUSE SUNRISE MENTIONED IN ROTARIAN
Our sister club, Syracuse Sunrise and Rev. Blessed Sikho-
sana were highlighted the the June 2014 issue of The Ro-
tarian . With the help of her Rotary club, Blessed travelled 
to Zimbabwe in October 2013 where she funded and built 
4 clean water wells for poor natives in her village of Chief 
Sigola in Bulawayo Zimbabwe.
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