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This Week’s Program: 
Local Government Modernization

M. Catherine Richardson, Esq. of Consensus
Formed just recently, Consensus is the next step 
in the years long advocacy of Local Govern-
ment Modernization by Syracuse 20/20 and 
its partners which include the Onondaga Cit-
izens League, League of Women Voters, FO-
CUS of Greater Syracuse, Homebuilders As-
sociation and CenterState CEO. Co-chaired 
by an impressive trio of local leaders--Neil 
Murphy, former president of ESF, Jim Walsh, 
former congressman and Catherine Richard-
son, distinguished lawyer and past president 
of the New York Bar Association--Consensus 
hopes to discover ways to deliver high quality 

services in the most efficient way. The process 
will provide a platform for discussion by everyone committed to sus-
taining our community. Come this Friday to join in that discussion and 
hear more about this important effort to encourage modernization of 
government to fit the needs of the 21st century. 
Catherine is retired. She has assisted hospitals in mergers and consol-
idations and advised medical centers on corporate and medical staff 
bylaws, credentialing of medical staff and allied health professionals, 
investigations of Article 28 deficiencies and contracts between health 
care providers and consumers. Catherine has worked on the formation 
and certification of an HMO and regularly advises insurance compa-
nies and HMO’s regarding New York State Insurance Law and Public 
Health Law.  z

MAY 16
11:00 am: 
Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Catherine 
Richardson of Consensus

MAY 23
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Scott Shafer 
SU Football Coach

MAY 30
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Student Recognition 
Awards 

JUNE 6
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
George Kilpatrick

UPCOMING ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 

M. Catherine Richardson

Syracuse Rotarians Get 
Dialed Up for WCNY

Above: Syracuse Rotarian Doug Smith and his wife Jan. 
Below: Jim Morrow and Denny Baldwin answer the call 
for WCNY’s 45th annual Tel Auc.
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This Week’s Birthday
HAROLD (HARRY) E. SCHUMM
Birthday: May 12 
Joined: December 1974 
Landscape Architecture
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STUDENT RECOGNITION AWARDS
FRIDAY, MAY 30

Scene and Herd Reboot - A Recap of Last Week’s RCS Meeting
A nice crowd on a beautiful (finally...) spring day. We wel-
comed back our Prez Gary with sincere condolences on the 
recent passing of his mother. Brad led us in a rousing rendi-
tion of God Bless America and proceeded to the podium to 
render a typically thoughtful invocation, urging students of 
history to learn to avoid the mistakes of the past.
World (or at least region) famous Bernie Bregman was wel-
comed as a perennial visitor who made the papers last week 
in an article about the old Manlius Cinema. Check with 
Bernie as to the details, but it appears he and his lovely wife 
were photographed leaving the theater on a cold late win-
ter night. Three other visitors were also warmly welcomed. 
Charlie Manro’s birthday was celebrated in absentia as 
Charlie was busy helping to finish up WCNY’s annual Tel 
Auc for which a few Syracuse Rotari-
ans have volunteered to answer phones 
this Saturday evening. Brad Strait re-
capped a beautiful 9th Symphony con-
cert by Symphoria attended recently 
by a small but enthusiastic group of 
Syracuse Rotarians.
Lots of happy dollar tickets went fly-
ing today, but unfortunately no red 
queen, although Frank Decker upped 
the 50-50 ante by offering a deuce of 

DeWitt Pancake Day Tickets to some lucky winner.
Our speaker was Bill Byrne, CEO of the 81 year old Byrne 
Dairy. Started in 1933 by Bill’s grand father, Matthew, the 
family company has an amazing history of success culminat-
ing today in three production plants, 55 convenience stores 
and a new state of the art yogurt plant--watch out Chobani! 
Bill gave us the “inside story” and it was fascinating. Inter-
estingly, Byrne Dairy was an early advocate for good health, 
originating the tag line “We sell health” not long after the 
company was founded. Today Byrne buys milk from over 
250 farms and distributes the processed milk throughout 
the state. In addition with its Ultra plant, it has developed 
much longer shelf lives for many of its products which are 
now distributed world wide. Bill said that their connection 

with their farmers and their customers 
(which includes Wal-Mart) has been 
critical to the company’s success. By-
rne Dairy received the Entrepreneur of 
the Year Award in the mid 90’s and the 
Dairy of the Year Award in 2004.
Come on Friday to hear Catherine 
Richardson talk about local govern-
ment modernization, critical to New 
York State’s ability to compete on the 
world market.  z

NEXT WEEK AT SYRACUSE ROTARY:
SU FOOTBALL’S SCOTT SHAFER

The Literacy Coalition expresses their thanks for the 
Syracuse Rotary Foundation’s grant gift of $2000.

Bill Byrne of Dairy Fame and Gary Wilson.


