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This Week’s Program: The Byrne 
Dairy Story with Bill Byrne, CEO

Byrne Dairy was founded by Matthew 
Byrne (Bill’s grandfather) in 1933 in 
downtown Syracuse. Second gener-
ation members ( John, William and 
Vincent) joined the company in the 
1940’s which grew steadily through 
the 50’s and 60’s when it began open-
ing a chain of convenience stores. The 
milk plant at 240 Oneida St. complet-
ed a major expansion in 1966, to be 
followed in 1978 by the expansion into 
ice cream production . Owing largely 
to a second plant expansion at Oneida 
St in 1988 and the establishment of a 
depot system that allowed the com-

pany to distribute its 
products throughout 
New York State, the 
company grew sub-
stantially in the 80’s 
and 90’s. In 2004 a 
new ultra-pasteuriza-
tion plant was opened 
in East Syracuse, 
which has since been 
expanded twice. Prod-
uct from this plant is 

distributed throughout 
the US. The company now operates 
3 production facilities and 55 conve-
nience stores, and its new state of the 
art yogurt plant is nearing completion 
in Cortlandville. Bill Byrne has been a 
20 year resident of Jamesville, NY with 
his wife Nancy and 2 grown children. 
Join us this Friday to hear the great 
inside story about an amazingly suc-
cessful local family enterprise with a 
well established and venerated house-
hold name. You will soon once again 
see and appreciate that “Byrne Dairy 
milk is mighty fine. You can’t beat the 
Hometown line!”  z

MAY 9
11:00 am: 
RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Bill Byrne of 
The Byrne Dairy

MAY 16
11:00 am: 
Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: C. Richardson 
Government Consolidation

MAY 23
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Mike Shafer 
SU Football Coach

MAY 30
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Student Recognition 
Awards

UPCOMING ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 

Horses and delivery wagons in front of plant in 1948.

Peace Corps & Rotary
A Collaboration to 

Promote Development 
and Volunteer Service
Initial pilot in the Philippines, 

Thailand and Togo 
WASHINGTON, D.C., May 5, 
2014 – Peace Corps Acting Director 
Carrie Hessler-Radelet and Rota-
ry International General Secretary 
John Hewko today signed a letter 
of collaboration strengthening the 
organizations’ cooperation in the 
United States and abroad to pro-
mote global development and vol-
unteer service.
“The missions of our two organi-
zations reflect and reinforce each 
other,” Hessler-Radelet said. “In our 
increasingly interconnected world, 
bringing the Peace Corps and Ro-
tary together in common cause pro-
vides more opportunity than ever to 
leave a greater impact.”
At Rotary International World 
Headquarters in Evanston, Ill., the 
two organizations committed to ex-

see ORGANIZATIONS page 2
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This Week’s Birthday
CHARLES (CHARLIE) H. MANRO
Birthday: May 9 
Joined: August 1982 
Volunteer Recruitment
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STUDENT RECOGNITION AWARDS
FRIDAY, MAY 30

Scene and Herd Reboot
A Recap of Last Week’s RCS Meeting

As Spring struggles to emerge, about 25 hearty souls gath-
ered today for our weekly meeting at Drumlins. Incoming 
Prez Jim Morrow presided, as Prez Gary was in Iowa for the 
funeral services of his mother - our deepest sympathies are 
with Gary and his family. 
Brad Strait was also missing in action today, but the Rota-
ry singers mustered nonetheless to render a patriotic song 
which would have swelled Brad’s heart. 
No queen again today in the 50-50, but that didn’t deter 
Pete Seiffert from boldly trying to negotiate a bigger take 
for his winning ticket. No soap says Mary Lou, keeping her 
protective hand on the cash box. Among the happy dollar 
contributions were several unused “bus” tokens which Jim 
Glad said he was “happy” to get rid of. 
We were introduced to two welcomed guests, one a fellow 
employee of Marylin Galimi at St. Joes and the other the 
daughter-in-law (Millisa) of Dan Morrow (and not inci-
dentally, the lovely spouse of Incoming Prez Jim). 

Denny Baldwin intro-
duced our speaker, one 
of our own--Sara Wall 
Bollinger, who updat-
ed us on the New York 
State of Health and, in 
particular, her role in all 
that as Executive Direc-
tor for Health Planning 

for HealtheConnections, 
a local agency helping to make CNY the healthiest region 
in the State. Seems NY is taking the lead nationwide in 
helping to build a healthier community through a program 
called Triple Aim which “aims” for better individual care, 
better community health and lower per capita health costs. 
HealtheConnections works closely with the New York 
State of Health as one of its “Navigators.” Sara also briefed 
us on the relatively successful implementation in NY of the 
Affordable Care Act including various ways for one to seek 
help in obtaining coverage and financial assistance. Well 
done, Sara. (And watch out for the “selfie” which Incoming 
Prez took to memorialize the occasion).  z

plore initial collaboration in the Philippines, Thailand and 
Togo. Across these three countries, Peace Corps and Ro-
tary volunteers will be encouraged to share resources and 
expertise, and Peace Corps volunteers and Rotary clubs in 
the U.S. can connect to boost the impact of development 
projects. Through the Peace Corps Partnership Program, 
Rotary clubs can provide small grants to support volunteers 
and their communities.   
“It makes perfect sense to leverage the strengths of both 
organizations to achieve maximum impact, efficiency and 
sustainability in the projects we carry out,” Hewko said. 
“Together we will work to improve lives and build stronger 
communities, and – in doing so – address many of the root 
causes of violence and conflict, such as poverty, illiteracy, 
disease, and lack of access to clean water and sanitation.”
The Peace Corps and Rotary will also work together to re-
cruit more Americans into Peace Corps service and share 
their knowledge and understanding of the world with fel-
low Americans. Both organizations have rich histories of 
promoting peace and friendship between cultures and un-
dertaking sustainable development activities to help com-
munities in need throughout the world. They also have net-
works of volunteers and members dedicated to making the 
world a better place.
Peace Corps and Rotary programs overlap in more than 60 
countries, and many returned Peace Corps volunteers join 
Rotary clubs. The organizations have previously partnered 
on projects in literacy, water sanitation, and health, and Ro-
tary funds have helped to purchase everything from con-
struction materials to library books.  z

RCS BOARD MEETING ~ FRIDAY, MAY 9 AT 11:00AM

A “selfie” of Sara and Jim.
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