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This Week’s Program: Dr. William Roberts
The Skaneateles Lake Associations Aquatic Invasive Species Program

from www.skaneateleslake.org/steward

Not only has the world’s economy become global, but so 
have its marine species. The foreign invaders, Zebra Mus-
sels and Eurasian Milfoil, have both flourished since being 
introduced into Skaneateles Lake.  Their entry, in all likeli-
hood, was through boats being launched into the lake from 
previous bodies of water with these aquatic hitchhikers on 
board, Thanks to aggressive measures by the SLA, the im-
pact of milfoil has been lessened. Now, Asian Clams, with 
their toxic algae growth, exists in neighboring Otisco and 
Owasco Lakes. Hydrilla, a prolific weed which can grow 
a foot a day and mat water surfaces, has been found in the 
Cayuga Lake outlet.  
In August 2012, SLA instituted an Invasive Species Pre-
vention Program. Monitoring Stewards were positioned 
at the New York State Boat Launch on West Lake Road 
and the Skaneateles Town Boat Launch at Mandana. The 
stewards were high school and college students and received 
their training through Cornell Cooperative Extension. The 
stewards asked permission from the boaters to inspect their 
boats and trailers for any accompanying marine life.  Any 
vegetation was then removed.
The stewards also educated recreational boaters and fish-
ermen on the value of launching a clean, dry boat with its 
bilge and live well previously emptied. Most of the boat 

owners were cooperative and compliant with the program. 
The stewards also recorded data on each boat.  
During the month of August and Labor Day weekend,  701 
boats were inspected. The stewards worked mainly on week-
ends. Of the boats inspected, 180 (26%)  had been launched 
on another body of water prior to their entry on Skaneateles 
Lake; vegetation was removed from 42 (6%). 547 boats were 
used for recreation and 144 were used for fishing.  
Plans for the summer of 2013,  are to expand the program to 
cover the state launch daily and the town launch on week-
ends. The coverage will exist from Memorial Day through 
Labor Day. It is also hoped to extend some coverage to the 
Glen Haven Boat Launch site and the Town of Scott Boat 
Launch.  Through these efforts, SLA hopes to lessen the 
chance of additional invasive marine species from entering 
Skaneateles Lake.
Dr. William Roberts graduated from SUNY Upstate Med-
ical University in 1969 with his MD. He completed his 
Internship and Residency at SUNY Upstate Medical Uni-
versity, as well.  A physician emeritus, Dr. Roberts was em-
ployed with Syracuse Urology Associates and was one of 
St. Joseph’s leading surgeons using the Da Vinci Surgical 
System for prostate surgery. Dr. Roberts served as a member 
of St. Joseph’s medical staff from 1977 to 2009.  z

APRIL 4
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Dr. William 
Roberts - Skaneateles Lake 
Association

APRIL 11
11:00 am 
RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Steve Butler - 
CNY Arts

APRIL 18
11:00 am 
Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Mark Tierno - 
Cazenovia College 

APRIL 25

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Kelly Butters of 
the CNY Autism Society

UPCOMING ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 

STUDENT RECOGNITION AWARDS
FRIDAY, MAY 30

CLUB BOARD MEETING NEXT WEEK
FRIDAY, APRIL 11 AT 11:00AM
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Southeast Asia Declared Polio Free  from: www.rotary.org

The World Health Organization certified on 27 March its 
11-country Southeast Asia region has eradicated polio, a 
long-awaited declaration given that five years ago India rep-
resented nearly half of all polio cases worldwide. The region’s 
last wild polio case was reported in West Bengal, India, on 
13 January 2011.
“This achievement is an important milestone for the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative [GPEI],” said Rotary Founda-
tion Trustee chair Dong Kurn Lee at the WHO’s South-
East Asia Regional Certification Commission for Polio 
Eradication meeting in New Delhi, India, on 27 March. 
“We have beaten polio in Southeast Asia, and now we must 
do the same in the rest of Asia and Africa.”
The region includes Bangladesh, Bhutan, Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea, India, Indonesia, Maldives, Myan-
mar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Timor-Leste. Its more 
than 1.8 billion people represent over 25 percent of the 
world’s population.
Southeast Asia joins WHO’s Region of the Americas 
(1994), Western Pacific Region (2000), and European Re-
gion (2002) in eradicating polio, marking another vital step 
toward a polio-free world by 2018.
India PolioPlus Committee Chair Deepak Kapur called 
eradicating polio in his country “a monumental task, de-
manding an extraordinary effort by all levels of government 
and partners involved. Backed by more than 100,000 Ro-
tarians across the country, we helped to ensure maximum 
support for everything from National Immunization Days 
(NIDs) to mop-up immunization rounds.”
Also crucial were “the extensive efforts we made to build 
goodwill and acceptance of polio immunization in the Mus-
lim community and among religious leaders,” said former 
Rotary Foundation Trustee Ashok Mahajan. Rotary clubs 
created additional support by conducting free health camps 
to meet basic needs such as measles immunization, free 
checkups, medicines, vitamin A supplements, and eyeglasses.

In Sri Lanka, ceasefires during the country’s civil war were 
pivotal to carrying out NIDs in the 1990s. As a first step, 
Rotary leaders and UNICEF established contact with the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.
“Our war is not with the children,” replied the group’s lead-
er, stating that if Rotary and UNICEF could persuade the 
government to stop the war for two days, they would be 
willing to lay down their arms too. Subsequent NIDs be-
came known as Days of Tranquility.
In Bangladesh, Rotary, WHO, and UNICEF boosted pub-
lic awareness of the need to eradicate polio, motivating par-
ents to have their children vaccinated during NIDs. In Ne-
pal, Rotary, the national government, WHO, and UNICEF 
worked hand in hand to make the country polio free. Nepal 
held its first NIDs in 1996 and recorded its last indigenous 
wild polio case just four years later.
More than 1,500 Rotary members will be celebrating In-
dia’s and the region’s achievement at the Polio Free Con-
clave in New Delhi 29-30 March. The event also focused 
on strengthening the commitment of the GPEI partners to 
ending polio globally, including sharing lessons learned in 
India with other polio-infected countries.
The GPEI’s challenge now is to eradicate polio in the three 
countries where the disease has never been stopped: Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, and Nigeria. And recent outbreaks in 
the Middle East and Horn of Africa are stark reminders 
that polio anywhere is a threat everywhere.
“It is India’s responsibility now to share our lessons and best 
practices with our colleagues in the countries still fighting 
polio in order to protect their children, and ours as well,” 
said former Rotary International President Rajendra Saboo. 
“We already are doing this, assisting in any way we can… 
India’s victory over polio and the certification of Southeast 
Asia occur at just the right moment to provide a resounding 
rallying cry for the final push needed to wipe polio from the 
face of the earth.”  z
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This Week’s Birthday
GEORGE (BUTCH) W. 
DE ANGELO, JR.

Birthday: April 3 
Joined: December 1998 
Classification: Accounting

SUBMIT PHOTOS, ARTICLES, ANNOUNCMENTS AND APOLOGIES TO THE EDITOR AT ROTARYPRESS@TWCNY.RR.COM 

Our story hasn’t changed but, how we share it with the world is vital to 
our future. Through a unified Rotary look and clear and compelling voice, 
we are enhancing our legacy as one of the most widely recognized and 
respected organizations in the world. 

We will be applying the new identity to our club collateral as time permits.

Re-arranging 
the Deck Furniture
A New Offical Rotary Logo


