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13-14 P&C Campaign 
Almost Over the Top

by Dennis Baldwin

P&C Chair, 
Past Prez Den-
ny Baldwin, re-
ports that our 
annual P&C 
campaign is 
just shy of its 
goal of $10,000 
or 100% Club 
participation, 
with about a 
week to go. 
Denny remains 
c o n f i d e n t , 
however, that 
the goal will be 
attained, quali-
fying the cam-
paign for the 
additional $1200 challenge grant from 
several Rotarians who wish to remain 
anonymous.
Currently, gifts and pledges total 
$9,420, with only 6 members yet to 
be heard from. Denny credits the gen-
erosity of Club members for this ex-
traordinary support which is needed 
to help fund the many worthy requests 
for aid which Syracuse Rotary receives 
each year.
So stay tuned, and for those who have 
not yet sent in their pledge or check, 
please do so before January 31 so we 
can all celebrate the achievement early 
in February.  z

This Week’s Program: Jean MacLeod
Founder and Director of MUZIKI (Kiswahili for music)

Program Committee

Jean MacLeod is Founder and 
Director of MUZIKI, which she 
initiated in February of 2013. Jean 
earned her bachelor’s degree in 
Music Education from the Crane 
School of Music (SUNY Potsdam) 
and began a career in teaching 
music. Besides teaching music in 
public schools in New York State, 
she taught music to home school 
children in an innovative business 
endeavor she called 
Music a la Carte.
Jean was director 
of music in various 
churches in Central 
New York, a career 
that led her to ex-
tensive composing 
and songwriting, all 
the while maintain-
ing her private music 
studio, teaching pia-
no and voice lessons. 
She earned her Master’s degree 
in Education at SUNY Oswego. 
In 2009, she opened The Greater 
Syracuse School of Music, which 
offers private and group lessons 
on many instruments to students 
whose ages range from childhood 
through adulthood. Jean made her 
first trip to Kenya in 2009 and re-
turned in 2011 and 2012, each time 
engaging in more music teaching.  

MUZIKI will involve people from 
the USA, in particular, from Cen-
tral New York, in donating new 
and used and playable musical 
instruments, music stands, and 
printed music to equip the pro-
gram in Kenya. MUZIKI wants to 
motivate American music teach-
ers, college music professors, com-
munity band directors and direc-
tors of other instrumental music 

ensembles to collect 
used instruments to 
donate to the Kenyan 
MUZIKI Project.
The MUZIKI Proj-
ect will encourage 
and invite Ameri-
can music educators, 
skilled amateur mu-
sicians college and 
high school students 
to go to Kenya, as 
volunteers to teach at 

music workshops in the MUZIKI 
Project.
MUZIKI will seek committed, in-
spired, creative individuals in Cen-
tral New York to spearhead this 
project with a vision for its contin-
uance into the future. This group 
will reach out into the community 
at large to build a strong commit-

$10,000

P&C Campaign
as of January 28, 2014

GOAL

see; MUZIKI, page 2

Jean MacLeod of MUZIKI
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Scene and Herd Reboot ~ A Recap of the January 24 RCS Meeting
David Sutkowy, Commissioner of the County's newly 
reorganized Department of Children and Family Ser-
vices, headlined our meeting last Friday with a refresh-
ingly honest but scary presentation on how important 
it is for us to get our act together and do a better job of 
providing vital services to children and families--espe-
cially education--or face the dire consequences of gen-
erations of unprepared people for our vastly changing 
world. David said that the County's recent reorgani-
zation is designed to focus on that objective by mak-
ing County services more effective and coordinated. 
Historically, County services have been more oriented 
to crises than prevention, but that must change de-
spite that change is always difficult. All good food for 
thought. Thanks, David, for sharing your views with us.
On a less somber note, 50-50 rules guru, Past Prez Dan 
Morrow, set us straight on how we'll play the game in 
the future while brand new member Marylin Galimi 
celebrated perfect attendance (her first meeting) by lis-
tening attentively to Dan. Although the temperatures 
were freezing outside, the atmosphere inside was typ-
ically warm and welcoming--a hint to older members 
who have fallen out of the attendance routine that we'd 
love to see you if and when you can get to Drumlins. 
Speaking of Drumlins, Prez Gary announced that Pas-

cale Restaurant is taking over the food service here 
shortly and that he will be putting together a small 
committee to talk with Pascale to discuss our future 
arrangements. More food for thought....
Brad gave a pitch for a Syracuse Rotary group he's put-
ting together to attend the February 14 "pops" Sym-
phoria concert, preceded by dinner at Alfa Restaurant, 
owned and operated by Al Falcone's daughter. Should 
be fun so let Brad know soon if you'd like to join the 
group. Past Prez Denny gave another encouraging 
update on our P&C campaign which is very close 
to achieving the goal, with only 6 members yet to be 
heard from. So stay tuned for some exciting news.  z

FEBRUARY 7
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

MEETING WILL BE HELD AT 
ALFA BAR & DINING ROOM 
The Rev. Blessed Sikhosana - 
Zimbabwe Water Project

FEBRUARY 14
11:00 am: 
RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Open Program

FEBRUARY 21
11:00 am: 
RCS Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Christina Callahan 
of Hancock Int. Airport

FEBRUARY 28
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program:  
Mary Kate Intaglietta, 
Executive Director, Baltimore 
Woods Nature Center

UPCOMING ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 

JAMES MORROW, EDITOR - SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

from page 1

ted base of involvement and support. Those involved 
with MUZIKI will maintain an open view toward 
helping with other humanitarian needs in Kenya, as 
they arise and as these needs can be met by MUZIKI.
Eventually, through expanded donations, MUZIKI 
will be able to grow into a string program, choral en-
sembles and piano instruction.  z

MUZIKI’s MacLeoad at Syracuse Rotary

President-elect to Begin Training
In accordance with Rotary International’s by-laws, Syracuse Rota-
ry’s president-elect Jim Morrow will be attending the mandatory, 
multi-part President-elect training. Part 1 of the training will be 
held in Baldwinsville on Thursday, January 30 and Part 2 takes 
place on February 27. Parts 3 and 4 are in March in Verona.  z

Feb. 7 Meeting Location
The February 7 Rotary Club of Syracuse 

meeting will be helad at Alfa Bar & 
Dining Room, formerly Saratoga Steaks.
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On Behalf of All Syracuse 
Rotarians...
A Syracuse Rotary Tribute to Mrs. Angie Petrarca
by Bradley Strait

Most Syracuse Rotarians believe we have enjoyed won-
derful treatment by Drumlins staff at our Friday lun-
cheons and other meetings. Furthermore, most of our 
members know that we have Angie Petrarca to thank 
for the excellent hospitality.
She has looked after us and responded to our every 
need. She has been just terrific, and I (and I know most 
if not all of us) feel we have been extremely fortunate 
to have her with us.
By now I expect we’re all aware that this Friday’s ( Jan. 
31) luncheon will be the last with Angie as Director. 
The Drumlins dining operations are to be taken over 
by Pascale’s restaurant business. Angie has been asked 
to help when they have groups of 100 or more. Sadly, 
that appears to leave us out.
Personally, I have known Angie for many years. Until 
her formal retirement she worked with the financial 
officers at the university under Cliff Winters and then 
Lou Marcoccia. Angie was an excellent (and widely 
known) employee at SU just as she’s been excellent 
(post-retirement) at Drumlins.
Most of our members have probably noticed the single 
armchair that is placed at one of the tables for our Fri-
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day luncheon meetings. Angie places that chair for my 
wife, Nancy. Angie knows how difficult it is for Nancy 
to stand up from her sitting position. For my money, 
that makes Angie Petrarca a “Saint”.
Fellow Rotarians, we shall definitely miss our good 
friend , Angie Petrarca.
We wish her every good fortune.
On behalf of all Syracuse Rotarians, Brad Strait.  z

Angie Petrarca 

Re-live the days of the Rat Pack with Las 
Vegas’ most famous entertainers and 
their big band as they appeared live in 
the Sands Hotel Copa Room.

The program includes all of your favor-
ites, such as Come Fly With Me, Once in 
a Lifetime, The Best is Yet to Come, Me 
and My Shadow, I’ve Got You Under My 
Skin, and many others!

Syracuse Rotarians Are Invited to “Night Out With the Rat Pack”

See Activites & Social Committee Chairman Brad Strait for Details!  
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2014 District Conference
The 2014 Rotary District 7150 Conference 
will be held Friday evening  through Sunday 
morning, April 25–27, 2014 at the Vernon 
Downs Hotel & Casino in Vernon NY.
The Conference is our opportunity to come 
together from all across our District to cel-
ebrate our achievements, learn about the 
many good works being undertaken by Dis-
trict Rotarians, and meet other like minded, 
service minded individuals who operate in 
fellowship and camaraderie under the Ro-
tary banner to “Engage Rotary - Change 
Lives” through “Service Above Self.”..z

Visit Distict 7150’s website to register: 
www.rotarydistrict7150.org
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Some Great Moments in Vernon Downs History
Over 60 Years of History at the Famous Oval in Vernon, NY... “Heeeere They Come!”

from: www.vernondowns.com

Over sixty years ago, harness racing debuted at Ver-
non Downs on a revolutionary six-furlong oval. The 
first race on opening night, July 1, 1953, was won by 
Bob Abbe II. He paid $38.60 to win on a $2.00 wa-
ger. The track featured 24 barns each with 24 stalls and 
beautiful natural backdrop with hills and sprawling 
countryside. Over the years, Vernon Downs has been 
host to some of the biggest stars of the sport includ-
ing Adios Harry, Niatross and Moni Maker. After 
suffering through financial hardships, New York City 
businessman and harness racing enthusiast Jeff Gural 
purchased the track out of bankrupty in 2006, bringing 
a new, prosperous era of racing to Central New York. 
In recent years, the track has become home to some of 
the sport's premier races including the Credit Winner, 
Muscle Hill and Zweig Memorial.
The track was the first to feature a six furlong track and 
was widely praised for it’s bright grandstand, spacious 
barn area and beautiful natural scenery. Thanks to its 
larger track circumference, Vernon Downs frequently 
recorded more two-minute miles than other half-mile 
tracks. The two-minute mile was the speed standard in 
those days and horses that recorded sub-two-minute 
miles earned their way onto a “charmed list.”

Track announcer Jim Moran IS Vernon Downs. The 
Hall of Fame voice first started working at Vernon 
Downs in 1962 when he took a job as Clerk of Course. 
He took over the full-time racecalling job from his 
uncle and mentor, Bud Hebert, in 1964, and hasn’t 
stopped since. Through more than 75,000 races, Mo-
ran has called the most memorable races at Vernon 
Downs and witnessed some of the sport’s legendary 
horses including Bret Hanover, Niatross and Dewey-
cheatumnhowe. His catchphrases are numerous and 
legendary. Each race still begins with his synonamous 
phrase, “Heeeere they come!” Moran is a 2010 inductee 
to the Harness Racing Hall of Fame’s Communicator’s 
Corner and a 2003 inductee to the Greater Syracuse 
Sports Hall of Fame.
Brian Sears got his start at home at Vernon Downs and 
he has gone on to become one of the greatest drivers of 
all time. The third generation horseman began his ca-
reer in 1990 at Vernon and received the United States 
Harness Writers Association’s prestigious Rising Star 
Award in 1991. He won three straight driving titles at 
Vernon before making the jump to larger racing cir-
cuits. To date, he’s won more than 8,000 races and the 
horses he’s driven have earned more than $137 million.  z


