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P&C Contributions Are Slow
by James Morrow

Since the last report in your 
November 15 issue of The 
Press, only $600 has been 
added to this year’s P&C cam-
paign for a total of $4,070.00. 
Pledges and payments have 
been slow while President 
Wilson has urged all mem-
bers to give in order to reach 
100% club participation.
This year’s grant application 
deadline has been extended 
to December 15, 2013 to ac-
commodate some unforeseen 
technical difficulties regarding 
the online application process. 
Those issues have since been 
resolved and application sub-
missions have resumed. Any-
one that may know of a 501c3 organization that is 
seeking to apply for a grant, send them to our club's 
website, www.syracuserotary.org and click on P&C.  z

In June 2008, Peter Dunn became the third President 
and CEO of the Central New York Community Foun-
dation in Syracuse, NY. The oldest and largest philan-
thropic foundation in the Central New York region, 
the Community Foundation 
currently administers more 
than 600 component char-
itable funds with a collec-
tive value exceeding $165 
million. In its most recent 
fiscal year, the Community 
Foundation distributed more 
than $8 million in grants and 
support for local leadership 
initiatives. The Community 
Foundation has distributed 
more than $120 million to 
local charities since its incep-
tion.
Previously, Peter was Vice President, Philanthropic 
Services with the California Community Foundation 
in Los Angeles, CA. Peter joined the California Com-
munity Foundation as Gift Planning Officer in 1996, 
became Director of Gift Planning in 1998 and the 
foundation’s chief development officer in 2006. During 
his tenure, the foundation’s assets grew from $200 mil-
lion to more than $1.3 billion and it received more than 
$1.2 billion in charitable contributions – in the process 
becoming one of the nation’s top ten largest communi-
ty foundations. From 1994 to 1996, Peter was Program 
Coordinator for Community Foundation Services at 
the Council on Foundations in Washington, DC. At 

This Week’s Program: CNY 
Community Foundation
President & CEO, Peter Dunn
RCS Program Committee

$10,000

P&C Campaign
as of 11/27/2013

GOAL

SEE: FUNDRAISING, page 4

DECEMBER 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
CNYCF - Peter Dunn

DECEMBER 13
11:30 am 

Annual Holiday Party

Come Early 
NO BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 20
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
Dominick Robinson 

Northside UP

DECEMBER 27
NO RCS MEETING

A LOOK AHEAD

CNY Community Foundation 
President & CEO, Peter Dunn



THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

“Scene and Herd” Reboot
The Rotary Club of Syracuse November 22nd Meeting Recap.

by a concerned Syracuse Rotarian

Another good meeting--plan to attend one of these 
Fridays if you’ve gotten out of the habit. You won’t re-
gret it. Prez Gary gaveled us to order at the appointed 
hour, noting soberly that today is the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of JFK. Brad Strait said he viv-
idly remembers that he and Nancy at the time were 
on the Thruway heading from Canandaigua to Syra-
cuse--seems nothing changes.... Rev. Vern Lee then 
gave one of his extremely thoughtful invocations, this 
one tailored to the Thanksgiving Holidays and all that 
we have to be thankful for--amen to that! Brad stepped 
up to lead us with his customary gusto in a patriotic 
song, followed by the 50-50 drawing, with Vern draw-
ing a non queen. Only 8 cards left, guys and gals. Great 
reason to attend our next regular meeting on Decem-
ber 6, if only to try for a chance to win enough to take 
care of those Christmas bills....
This being Rev. Vern’s day, it seems, he then made an 
inspired pitch on behalf of our P&C Fund Raising 
Campaign, urging 100% participation with his pow-
erful Mary Miller story (you had to be there to get 
the full impact). Regaining the podium, Prez Gary 
welcomed Al Falcone back from Paris... just in time 
to celebrate his birthday...39 and then some, but still 
going strong.
More sternly (with a wink in his eye), the Prez took a 
moment to point out that Guido the Enforcer (a close 
relative of Treasurer Dan Morrow) is ready to “rough 

up” those few members who have not yet paid their 
dues, so if that’s you, please get them in before the end 
of the month to avoid that proverbial “knock” on your 
door...
Denny Baldwin then introduced our speaker, Tony 
Ortega, Executive VP of the MOST, Syracuse’s 
pre-eminent Museum of Science and Technology. 
Thirty four years young, the MOST celebrated annu-
al attendance of almost 140,000 last year, helping to 
create a yearly economic impact on the area of close 
to $5,000,000--pretty impressive. Tony shared the 
MOST’s current goals including increasing its educa-
tional impact which, among other initiatives, already 
includes a science learning partnership with the Syr-
acuse City School District involving about 4500 stu-
dents. Right now they’re working on their exciting new 
energy exhibit as well as a significant $8,000,000 cap-
ital campaign designed to keep the MOST around for 
many, many years to come. Tony concluded by thank-
ing Syracuse Rotary for its long time commitment to 
the MOST, dating from our portable planetarium gift 
to its predecessor, the Discovery Center, to the more 
recent Rotary Astronomy Theater at its current facil-
ity in historic Armory Square to our latest gift of 3 
computer tablets which he demonstrated (pretty good 
for a finance guy...), saying that they’re a real hit with 
the kids. Way to go MOST and way to go Syracuse 
Rotary!  z.

The Bells Were “Rung”!
Rotarians, Once Again,  Man the World’s 
Largest Christmas Kettle at Shoppingtown.
by James Morrow

One December as a teenager, I can remember standing 
next to my father in front of the Dey Brothers build-
ing on South Salina Street while he rang a bell for one 
of The Salvation Army’s Christmas Kettles, our feet 
frozen to the sidewalk. While the retail seen on the 
streets of downtown Syracuse is much different than it 

was then, the annual commitment of our Club to the 
Army’s cause remains the same. Past President Brad 
Strait, who now coordinates the volunteers to stand in-
doors at Shoppingtown where feet no longer get cold, 
let alone freeze to the concrete, keeps the shifts of ring-
ers organized as he has done for years past. 
This year, my shift followed that of Jim Gladziszewski 
and Pat Spadafora, who rang from 1:00 until 2, Pat 
with a broken bell of his own that was repaired and 
operational in no time. If you have ever had the ex-

SEE: BELLS, page 4
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Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. New Member Application
Publication Week 1: In 
Accordance With the 
By-Laws of the Rotary 
Club of Syracuse, Inc.
Membership Committee

Prospective Member: 
Thomas Scott Kelso
By-Law Article X - Elec-
tion to Membership, Sec-
tion 1 -  Active members, 
Sub-section 3 and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the 
application to the Calssifi-
cations and Memberships 
Committees, the name of the 
proposed member, the firm 
represented, the classifica-
tion under which he or she 
is proposed, and the name 
of the sponsor shall be pub-
lished in the Rotary Press for 
two succesive weeks, during 
which period any member 
of the Syracuse Rotary Club 
in good standing may file 
written objections with the 
Rotary Office, which shall 
refer the same to the proper 
committee for consideration.
4) Upon completion of the 
publication an the delibera-
tions of Classifications and 
Membership Committees, 
the Committees shall report 
at the next meeting of the 
Board of Directors. If both 
Committees recommend 
approval, the Membership 
Committee shall move for 
election of the prospective 
member.  z.

DECEMBER 6, 2013

ROTARY CLUB of SYRACUSE 
New Member Application Date: November_20, 2013___  

Once applicant is accepted for membership, this information will be added to the club’s 

database so please print legibly and fill in the application completely. Thank you.  

Name __Thomas Scott Kelso_________ Badge Name ___Scott___________________ 

Preferred e-mail address _____jib47@msn.com________________________________  

Cell phone ___315 415 6129_______________  

Birth Date (year is confidential for RI use only) Month __05__ Date __20__ Year ______ 

Spouse/Partner ______Sue________________________________________________  

Home address: Street ____5145 Jupiter Inlet Way______________________________  

City __Syracuse______________________ State __NY_______ Zip __13215________  

Home phone ___315 214 3163__________  

Employer ____Catholic Charities ____________________________________________ 

Position/Title ___Chief Financial Officer________________________________________  

Work address: Street ___1654 West Onondaga Street____________________________  

City ____Syracuse__________________________State __NY________ Zip __13204___

Work phone __315 424 1800_________________  

Please check one: 

__X__This is a new application for membership.  

Sponsor ____Ray Leach___________________________________________________  

Sponsor e-mail__rabaleach@juno.com________________Phone____315 492  1137___  

____ Applicant is requesting reinstatement in the Rotary Club of Syracuse.  

Former years of membership __________________________________  

____Applicant is a former member of _____________________________________Club 

City__________________________________ State ________Country ______________  

Year joined: _____________ Resigned: ____________  

Positions held: ___________________________________________________________  

RI membership # _________________  

Please submit application to: Secretary, Ray Leach, or mail it to Rotary Club of Syracuse, 

C/O Drumlins, 800 Nottingham Road, Syracuse, NY 13224-2298.  



SEND ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS, PHOTOS AND COMMENTS TO: rotarypress@twcny.rr.com 
JAMES MORROW, EDITOR - SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

This Week’s Birthday
MATHEW (MATT) URAL
December 6
Building Management
Joined: 2012 VIEW PAST ISSUES OF YOUR 

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
www.syracuserotary.org

from page 1
Fundraising Career Began in ‘93

the Council, Peter managed programs ad-
dressing community foundation legal, de-
velopment, marketing and investment is-
sues, the creation of foundations resulting 
from the conversion of nonprofit hospitals 
and the issuance of FASB SFAS 136 af-
fecting nonprofit fund management. He 
began his nonprofit career as a campaign 
fundraiser for the United Way of Buffalo 
and Erie County in 1993.
Peter received a Bachelor of Arts with 
Honors from the University of Notre 
Dame in 1987 and a Juris Doctor from 
the University at Buffalo School of Law 
in 1990. He was admitted to practice law 
in New York State in January 1991 and 
practiced with a focus on civil litigation in 
Buffalo until 1993. 
In June 2011, Peter was appointed by At-
torney General Eric Schneiderman to the 
Attorney General’s Leadership Commit-
tee on Nonprofit Revitalization. He is 
currently a board member and treasurer 
of: the Grantmakers Forum of New York, 
a regional association of foundations, and 
Syracuse Say Yes Scholarship, Inc. He is 
currently a board member of Syracuse 
20/20, the Volunteer Lawyers Project on 
Onondaga County, CNYArts, and the 
Near Westside Initiative in Syracuse. 
Peter lives in Fayetteville with his wife, 
Brigid Farrell Dunn, and daughters Kath-
arine and Elisabeth.  z

perience that this opportunity affords, you may understand that 
the merchants of Shoppingtown who are in close proximity to 
the kettle do not appreciate the perpetual clanging of traditional 
bells. So, as a remedy and to 
retain the tradition, the Sal-
vation Army provides a more 
suitable instrument (calling it 
a bell would just be wrong). 
Imagine replacing the clap-
per of a teacher’s bell with a 
paperclip and then shrink-
ing the whole thing by 50%. 
Now, instead of hearing the 
sound one would expect to 
hear when they see someone 
swinging their arm with a bell in their hand, you faintly hear 
“clink-a-click-a-clink”. Several times Brad would shake his bell 
near his ear to make sure it was making any sound at all.
The only regret I have about 
my experience is not having 
my iPhone’s camera ready in 
time to capture the image of 
Bob Pickett plunging head-
first into the kettle to retrieve 
Brad’s bell that had slipped 
from his grasp and spiraled 
to the bottom of the collec-
tion vat. Yep, a picture of that 
would have been priceless.
My shift, that I shared with 
kettle-diver Pickett, was fol-
lowed by our Membership Committee Chair Peter Seiffert and 
Volker Weiss, who brought a bell of his own.  z

from page 2
“Bells” of Tradition

THERE WILL NOT BE A BOARD MEETING ON 12/13 DUE TO THE 
TIME CONSTRAINTS OF THE CHRISTMAS PARTY.

PRESIDENT WILSON SAYS: 
“STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION.”

The Happy Clinkers, Brad and Bob.

Brad with The Relievers, Peter and Volker


