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The Near Westside Initia-
tive combines the power of 
art, technology and innova-
tion with neighborhood val-
ues and culture to revitalize 
Syracuse’s Near Westside. 
The revitalization, underway 
for over seven years, is being 
fueled by the interdisciplin-

ary scholarship, international connections, seed capital 
and commitment of Syracuse University, and is being 
sustained by the residents, businesses, foundations and 
local government of Syracuse.  The project is creating 
jobs, creating home-ownership opportunities, revital-
izing abandoned warehouses, and is beautifying public 
spaces for the people who live, work, and play in the 
neighborhood.  z

This Week’s Program:  
The Near Westside Initiative
Creative Community Revitalization

Que id avec les Français
What gives with the French?
from our Paris correspondent, Dr. Al Falcone

French doors
French refrigerators
French cuffs
French fries
French twist
French onion soup
French bread, etc.
What next?

Annual P&C Campaign 
Kicks Off With a Challenge
by James Morrow

On October 25, P&C Com-
mittee Chair, Denny Baldwin, 
announced the kick-off of the 
annual P&C campaign and 
challenged the members of 
the club with a goal of 100% 
participation. 
The Rotary Club of Syracuse 
has enjoyed a long history of 
service to the Greater Syra-
cuse community. One form of 
that service has been to make 
available, under the auspices 
of its P&C Committee and 
the Syracuse Rotary Founda-
tion, Inc., funding for various 
worthy projects undertaken or 
associated with Syracuse area 
501c3 organizations. 
“In past years, we have come close to having all mem-
bers of the club contribute to the campaign but I don’t 
think there has ever been 100%,” said Baldwin. 
If you know of a 501c3 organization that you feel 
should apply for a P&C grant, send them to www.syr-
acuserotary.org and have them click on “P&C”. z

$10,000

P&C Campaign
as of 10/26/2013

GOAL

 
THIS FRIDAY, IN THE MEMBER’S LOUNGE   11:00AM: RCS BOARD MEETING • 12:00: RCS CLUB MEETING

This Week’s Birthdays
LINDA A. MENEILLY 
November 4
No Classification Listed
Joined: N/A
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A Response to the 
Polio Outbreak in 
Syria
By Bob Scott, chair of RI’s PolioPlus Committee

Polio was recently confirmed in Syr-
ia, a country that has been free of this 
disabling and potentially fatal dis-
ease since 1999. In response, health 
authorities in Syria and neighboring 
countries have launched urgent, large-
scale, multi-country immunization 
campaigns to ensure that every child is 
reached with the polio vaccine.
Rotary and its partners in the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative are work-
ing together with local health author-
ities to activate the outbreak response.
In the wake of World Polio Day, these 
and other recent polio cases in previ-

ously polio-free countries serve as a 
stark reminder that as long as polio still 
exists, unimmunized children every-
where remain at risk.
Rotary members, as leaders from all 
continents, cultures and occupations, 
have been active throughout the region 
to raise awareness and build support in 
the fight to end polio:
EGYPT - In coordination with the 
Egyptian Ministry of Health, Rotary 
clubs in Egypt will support and help 
raise awareness of the national immu-
nization activities in November.
JORDAN - In September, district and 
national Rotary PolioPlus commit-
tees in Jordan visited the Minister of 
Health to offer support for the nation-
wide measles, rubella and polio vacci-
nation campaign scheduled this week.
Rotary members secured funds for up-
dated equipment needed to vaccinate 
more children, and are raising public 
awareness to encourage families to im-
munize their children by posting large 
‘End Polio Now’ signs in Arabic on 
major streets in Amman.

LEBANON - Rotary Clubs have 
joined with the Lebanese Ministry of 
Health, WHO and UNICEF to help 
vaccinate children, particularly those 

from displaced families below the age 
of five. Rotary members will help raise 
awareness in their communities and 
provide volunteer support during na-
tional immunization campaigns sched-
uled for early November and Decem-
ber.
TURKEY - Rotary members are es-
tablishing a coordinating committee in 
Turkey and approaching the Ministry 
of Health to offer their support.
BULGARIA - Rotary members in 
Bulgaria are working with the Red 
Cross to lead a campaign to collect 
food, baby food and diapers for Syrian 
refugees. On World Polio Day, Rotary 
members and Rotaractors handed out 
“End Polio Now” flyers printed in the 
local language to help raise awareness.
We know that if polio remains endem-
ic, outbreaks will continue to occur, and 
that’s why the progress being made in 
the three remaining polio-endemic 
countries (Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Nigeria) is encouraging. Polio cases in 
the endemic countries are down by 40 
percent compared to the same time last 
year.
We, as Rotarians, remain steadfast in 
our commitment to a polio-free world, 
and we will continue our efforts until 
polio is gone forever. z
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A LOOK AHEAD
NOVEMBER 8 

IN THE MEMBER’S LOUNGE
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Metting

12:45 pm 
West Side Initiative

NOVEMBER 15
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
Syracuse Media Group

NOVEMBER 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
MOST - Tony Ortega

In Memorium: Austin Beltrani
from: www.syracuse.com

Austin L. Beltrani, 83, of DeWitt, passed away Monday, Septem-
ber 30, 2013 at Menorah Park. Born in Long Island, Austin was 
raised in South America. Austin graduated from LaFayette Col-
lege, Easton, PA in 1956 with an engineering degree. He spent his 
36-year career working for Carrier as a mechanical engineer. He 
served as a scout master in DeWitt and an usher at Holy Cross 
Church. Austin was a devoted member of DeWitt Rotary where 
he served as the director of Foreign Exchange Students in Europe 
and South America, the director of Cultural Adult Exchange Pro-

grams in Argentina. The Beltrani Nature trail in Maxwell Park was named in his 
honor after his 21 years of service as the town of DeWitt Parks and Recreation Com-
missioner. Surviving is the love of his Life, his wife of 58 years, Lucia; and one son, 
Paolo of Boston; a sister-in-law, Anne Uva; nephew, Michael (Danielle) Uva; nieces, 
Monet (Nadir Ait-Laussine) Uva, and Elizabeth (Michael) Collins. z


