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This Week’s Program: Clear Path for Veterans
Supporting the Journey Home  from: www.clearpathforvets.com

Established in 2011, co-founders Melissa Spicer, Steve 
Kinne MD (ret), MPH Col. (ret), USAF, and Melinda 
Sorrentino had a vision that returning men and wom-
an needed a soft landing pad to decompress from their 
military service. Their inaugural program, Dogs2Vets 
was the personal inspiration behind that vision and 
since then their programming and services concentrate 
on non-clinical, empowering options for men and 
woman who serve. More than 200 years ago, George 
Washington quoted “The willingness with which our 
young people are likely to serve in any war, no mat-
ter how justified, shall be directly proportional to how 
they perceive the veterans of earlier wars were treated 
and appreciated by their nation.” 
Clear Path for Veterans is a private 501(c)(3), not for 
profit organization dedicated to helping military veter-
ans and their families restore, reconnect and transition 
into their communities. By offering support and ser-
vices in a beautiful home like setting, their programs 
encourage both the social and economic support need-
ed to successfully transition from military service. Both 
within and beyond their walls, they are forming a car-
ing community. 
Clear Path empowers military members, veterans, and 
their families through traditional and non-tradition-
al, wellness-enhancing programming delivered in a 
safe and family-centered environment. By integrating 
community-based programs and services, our “vetted” 
network of supportive resources spans Central and 
Upstate New York enabling us to provide programs, 
services and referrals in an individualized and orga-
nized fashion.
Healthy veterans transform their communities. Veter-
ans, who successfully transform their military experi-

ence into service, are much more likely to be successful 
at home, work and as members of their community.
Their center incorporates a soldier’s desire to be a war-
rior for life, not just leave the military. Understanding 
the importance of choice and service, they embrace the 
concept that true health is physical, mental, emotional, 
social, financial and spiritual state of wellbeing. Long 
before there were established health care and education 

options for military men and 
women, there was communi-
ty. Within these communi-
ties were warriors of all ages 
continually contributing to 
the backbone of their success. 
In his second inaugural ad-
dress, Abraham Lincoln said, 
“”Let us strive to finish the 

work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care 
for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his 
widow, and his orphan — to do all which may achieve 
and cherish a just, and a lasting peace among our-
selves…..”. As the number of veterans returning home 
continues to escalate in the United States, Clear Path 
for Veterans is a “one stop shop” for both social and 
economic programs, services and resources.
Through private funding and support from the com-
munity Clear Path has manages to establish a model of 
partnerships, engagement and collaboration for other 
communities to follow.



SEND ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS, PHOTOS AND COMMENTS TO: rotarypress@twcny.rr.com 
JAMES MORROW, EDITOR - SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS NOVEMBER 1, 2013

A LOOK AHEAD
NOVEMBER 1

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
Clear Path for Veterans

NOVEMBER 8
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Metting

12:45 pm 
West Side Initiative

NOVEMBER 15
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
Syracuse Media Group

NOVEMBER 15
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
MOST - Tony Ortega

RCS P&C 2013-14
Our annual P&C Campaign kicked off this past Friday. Here is the P&C 
Committee’s appeal letter which, among other things, seeks 100% Club par-
ticipation as we enter our second hundred years of service to Greater Syracuse. 
The P&C Committee is also asking Club members to direct potential grant 
applicants to the Club's new web site at www.syracuserotary.org for pertinent 
information including the required grant application."

October, 2013 

Dear Fellow Syracuse Rotarians, 

We are writing to thank you for your prior gifts--and to ask you to renew your support for this 
year's Syracuse Rotary P&C Campaign. It's only with your on going support that we can help 
to distinguish these second hundred years of Syracuse Rotary by continuing to be there for 
worthy charitable projects which need our financial support. 

Last year, through our Syracuse Rotary Foundation, we funded various worthy community 
projects in the total amount of almost $20,000 including those which provided 

... musical instruments for low income students,  

... read-out radios for the blind,  

... supplies, supervision and transportation for 40 On Point college-bound students,   

... a long sought children's play island at St. Joseph's Hospital 

... and lap tops, projectors and dictionaries for Northside Learning Center's low income youth 

With your help we will be able to continue to serve the Greater Syracuse community in ways 
which have distinguished Syracuse Rotary for more than 100 years. 

Our goal this year is 100% Club participation with a dollar goal of $10,000. That might seem 
somewhat of a heavy lift with our shrinking member base, but Syracuse Rotary has never 
been known to shrink from anything which resembles service above self, so we're confident 
that we can do it, but it will take an "all hands aboard" effort. 

And remember, your generosity isn't just a nice gesture. Rather it can open up a world of 
opportunities for many disadvantaged individuals in our community who wouldn't otherwise 
have the good fortune with which most of us have been blessed. 

So, please give generously (commensurate, of course, with your means) to help make a big 
difference in the lives of those who request Syracuse Rotary's help this year. Many thanks! 

Rotarily, 

Denny Baldwin, for the P&C Committee which includes Allen Kosoff, Jim Gladziszewski, 
Vern Lee and Doug Smith
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