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Development Specialist 
at Southwest Community 
Center before joining the 
On Point for College staff.
Currently, Sam provides 
frequent inspirational pub-
lic presentations to inform 
audiences (parents, urban 
youth and policy makers) 
about college enrollment 
and retention.  Sam is head-
ing overseeing the program 
implementation of On 

Point for College’s New York City partners for the or-
ganization’s recent replication grant. 
Recent honors include: The Dr. David B. Swedlow 
Memorial College Access Staff Member Award of Ex-
cellence  through National College Access Network 
(NCAN)-2011, Southside Christmas Tree Lighting 
Community Service Award 2011, Rotary Club - Ken 
Bodley Exemplary Services in the Syracuse Commu-
nity Award 2009-10  and Greater Syracuse Youth Al-
liance Youth Engagement Award – 2010, Interfaith 
Works Coalition – “Racial Justice Award” – 2008, On-
ondaga County Department of Aging and Youth “Pro-
fessional Youth Worker of the Year 2007.” Sam also 
recently met with President Barack Obama during 
the president’s recent visit to Syracuse focusing on the 
costs of higher education, and the President expressed 
his gratitude for On Point for College’s impact in the 
lives of young people.
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This Week’s Program: On Point For College, Inc.
An Update on Syracuse Rotary Foundation Grant for Low Income Students

On Point for College, Inc., 
is dedicated to making 
higher education accessible 
to low-income youth who 
have the desire and the will 
to continue their education, 
but who feel college is out 
of reach due to economic, 
academic and other barriers. 
Samuel D. Rowser has 
spent nearly 28 years be-
ing a trusted mentor to 
low-income, first-genera-
tion college students from the inner city, helping them 
to college successfully and earn degrees, supporting 
them every step of the journey. Sam began this journey 
at On Point for College as Program Associate – the 
first employee Founder Ginny Donohue was able to 
hire, even before the nonprofit was able to afford office 
space – eventually advancing to Program Director and 
currently Deputy Executive Director.
Helping underserved youth earn college degrees has 
become Sam’s life’s work. From 3 a.m. trips to New 
York City to transport students to and from college, 
to advocacy on behalf of students, to a phone that is 
answered 24 hours per day, seven days a week, Sam’s 
tireless work has changed the lives of thousands of stu-
dents who never thought college was a possibility.
Sam has a A.S in Business Administration from On-
ondaga Community College, B.S. in Interdisciplinary 
Studies with Minor in Psychology from Columbia 
College, and is pursuing his Master’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration from Columbia College. He was 
formerly an Admissions Counselor with Onondaga 
Community College for twelve years and a Career 
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Benefit for Mathew 25 Farm
From the Staff at the Farm...
First, our heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped in 
any way with the farm this year.  Even last weekend 
Rick harvested over 900 pounds of apples, pears and 
watermelons.  The fruit is especially welcomed by the 
food pantries.
Occasionally individuals or groups ask if they can help 
raise much needed funds for the farm. Heather Murfitt, 
a senior at Cazenovia College, has organized a benefit 
for the farm as part of her senior project. Heather will 
be hosting a spirit tasting event for the farm at the new 
barn facility at Beak & Skiff in LaFayette (2708 Route 
80) on Sunday, November 17th, from 3:00 to 5:00. If 
you are unfamiliar with a spirit tasting, Beak & Skiff 
will offer an assortment of their wines, vodkas, gins and 
hard ciders for us to try, along with an assortment of 
hors d'oeuvres. Also, there will be some holiday baskets 
to be raffled off at the tasting.  
The new facility at Beak 'n Skiff is truly beautiful and 
well worth seeing. The cost of the event is $25.00/per-
son with proceeds to benefit the farm. All profits will 
be used to help run 
the farm in 2014 and 
continue our mis-
sion of providing free 
produce to those in 
need.  There is a fly-
er regarding the spirit 
tasting on our web-
site!
Tickets can be pur-
chased  by mail: Mat-
thew 25 Farm, 919 
Mechanic Street, 
Tully, NY 13159,di-
rectly from Heather 
at hmmurfitt@gmail.
com or by going to 
our website and using 
our PayPal feature.
Please tell your 
friends and we hope 
to see many of you 
there!
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A LOOK 
AHEAD
OCTOBER 25

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

On Point for College, Inc 
P&C Grant Update

NOVEMBER 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
Clear Path for Veterans

NOVEMBER 8
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Metting

Birthdays This Week
ROBERT (DR. BOB) LAUBACH 
October 25
Education, Literacy Education 
Joined 1979

New Paul Harris Biography
A fresh look at the man and his times, by Fred A. 
Carvin, is based on the discovery of hundreds of never 
before published letters, documents and exclusive ar-
chival sources. For over a century relevant facts about 
the life of Paul Harris have been shrouded by miscon-
ceptions. For example:
1. For years the birth date for Rotary was celebrated 

as February 25, 1904 and not February 23, 1905. 
Why was the date changed?

2. Paul Harris almost let Rotary die in 1906 due to a 
failed relationship with a young socialite. How did 
this event change the course of Rotary?

3. Paul Harris refused to attend any Rotary Inter-
national Conventions from 1912 to 1930. What 
were the reasons he stayed away for over 18 years?

Who were the men and women who influenced and 
helped him start one of the world’s greatest organiza-
tions?
I cordially invite all Rotarians 
to learn hundreds of new facts 
about “Paul Harris and the 
Birth of Rotary” by visiting my 
web page at www.PaulHarris-
Book.com where the book can 
be purchased by linking to ei-
ther CreateSpace or Amazon.
com. ($25.00 plus S&H) A 
Kindle version is also accessi-
ble. 
This book is not a general history of Rotary but rath-
er is the story of one man’s life long struggle to find 
his inner self and how the philosophy of Paul Harris 
changed the world.
Certainly if you have any questions or need additional 
information, please contact Fred A Carvin, PDG at: 
fredcarvin@paulharrisbook.com.


