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Syracuse Prosthetic Center 
has a tradition of excellence 
that stretches back over five 
generations and two families.
In 1866 Chauncy A. Frees 
began making artificial limbs 
to help soldiers injured in the 
Civil War. In 1874 he received 
the first of many awards for 
excellence for his care.
The small family owned busi-

ness continued to provide care over the years under the 
supervision of Mr. Frees’ son and then his grandson, 
Chauncy W. Frees.
Then in 1943 Howard Tyo, a promising Olympic hope-
ful skater from Northern New York, lost his leg in Italy. 
During his convalescence he took a strong interest in 
his own recovery and showed an aptitude for prosthet-
ics that was encouraged by his doctors.
He was soon assisting in the fitting of other veterans. 
He returned to New York and apprenticed in pros-
thetics under Chauncy W. Frees. Chauncy was so im-
pressed with the young man’s skill, he took him on as 
a partner.
Howard took over the business when Chauncy retired 
in 1962 and soon became recognized nationally as one 
of the leaders in the field of prosthetics. 
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John Tyo

10/18 - THE THIRD FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 
TIME FOR A FOUNDATION MEETING AT 11:00AM

Birthdays This Week

RAMON (RAY) LEACH 
October 17
Senior Active 
Joined 1974

CHARLES DARROW
October 17
Consulting, Financial Planner
Joined 2002

JOHN TYO, BOCP, CP

PERSONALLY SERVING CENTRAL NEW YORK  
FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Howard began his own family tradition when his son 
John, our current director, became interested in the 
field at an early age and followed him into the business.
Under John Tyo’s direction, the practice grew from a 
local facility to the 10th largest provider of orthotic 
and prosthesis services in the U.S. But John, driven by 
the need to provide more personal care, sold his last 
remaining out-of-state company in 1996 and re-estab-
lished a patient care facility here in Central New York 
in 1997.
Today, along with his partner Sheila Harrington and 
senior prosthetist Gary Rivers, CP, John carries on the 
family oriented nature of the center. A tradition that is 
sure to continue through the next generation of family 
with the help of John’s own son Jeff Tyo and son-in-
law Mike Mahar who are also active in the practice. ®

This Week’s Program: John Tyo of Syracuse Prosthetic Center
The practice is one of the largest provider of orthotic and prosthesis services in the USA
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RCS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
September 13, 2013 at Drumlins

Recorded By RCS Secretary: Ramon Leach • Approved by the Board of Dirtectors October 11, 2013

Present:  Gary Wilson, Ray Leach, Bob Pickett, Jim Morrow, Vern 
Lee, Peter Seiffert, Jim Gladziszewski, Brad Strait, John Lewien, Tom 
O’Shea, Bob Sherburne, Charlie Manro, Pat Spadafora 
Meeting was called to order by President Wilson at 11:00 AM.
MMSA  minutes for August 9, 2013 meeting. 
Ray Leach, Secretary, reported on several items:
1. Request by Red Cross to send Christmas cards to servicemen.  

Declined as this approach was deemed too impersonal.  
2. District Governor Dennis Schonewetter requested each club 

have an active Interact Chairman.  Pat Spadafora and Al Fal-
cone will work on this project, which organizes teams of high 
school students to volunteer for community service projects.

3. District Secretary Peter Cardimone forwarded a request from 
RI that each club update their individual Club Runner member 
listings to include email addresses.  Secretary Leach reported 
difficulty in trying to access for editing each member listing.  
Jim Morrow volunteered to see if he has any better luck with 
the program.

4. Correspondence from Nick Phillips, Host organizing commit-
tee chair, requesting our opinion on having the RI convention 
in Durban, South Africa in 2019.  No objections raised, so 
Secretary Leach will respond affirmatively.

5. Request from Thomas Plantenberg, Executive Director of 
World Affairs Seminar, to include funds in our budget for the 
2013-2014 year.  This group is currently working on increasing 
the availability of fresh drinking water and other key issues 
to improve the health of those who share life on our planet.  
Syracuse Rotary budget has been set for this Rotary Year for 
some time.  It was felt our contribution to RI is a better use of 
our resources.

Treasurer’s Report: Quarterly statement will be presented next 
month.  Very few annual dues have been received.  Members:  It’s 
time to get your dues paid!
Jim Morrow reported for program committee that all programs are 
set through October except for Oct. 25.  Pat Spadafora said Chil-
dren’s Christmas program will be Dec. 6, 2013 providing no school 
conflicts with such things as scheduled workshops, in which case it 
would be Dec.13, 2013.
Bob Pickett reported for Foundation Committee the need to consid-
er projects for disbursement of available funds.  He said the P & C 
committee is in need of a chairman to work with Alan Kosoff.
DG Schonewetter wants each club to have a Youth Exchange 
Chairman.  Jim Nash’s name was suggested.  Presdent Wilson will 
make the contact with him.
Brad Strait reported for Activities Committee that the Symphoria 
Concert schedule is due soon.  He also reported that WCNY has an 
Open House scheduled at their new facility for Oct. 3, 2014.
Peter Seiffert reported for membership committee that we have  no 
active applications at present.
A Chairman has been appointed for the Community Service 
Awards banquet which has not been held for several years.  This 
exceptional program will be chaired by Charlie Manro with assis-
tance from Brad Strait.  The first, and hopefully henceforth annual, 
event is scheduled next year for Sept. 12, 2014.  Members will be 
urged in plenty of time to submit names and resumes of potential 
honorees.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:54 AM by President Wilson.
Respectfully submitted,  
Ramon D. Leach, Secretary, Rotary Club of Syracuse

OCTOBER 18
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
John Tyo - Syracuse 
Prosthestic Center

OCTOBER 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

No Program Scheduled as 
of Press time

NOVEMBER 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
Clear Path for Veterans

A LOOK AHEAD


