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SyracuseCoE
A Test-bed for Environmental Technology
Last Friday our presenter, Ed Bogucz, from the Syr-
acuse Center of Excellence (SyracuseCoE), described 
the existence and neces-
sity of their facility on 
Washington and Almond 
Streets in Syracuse.
Built on the site where the 
hulking Midtown Plaza 
complex once stood, the 
SyracuseCoE opened its 
Headquarters in 2010. 
The award-winning design is meant to showcase and 
create a test bed for innovations in environmental and 
energy systems and is designated LEED™-Platinum.
The Center engages collaborators at 200+ companies 
and institutions to address global challenges in clean 
and renewable energy, indoor environmental quality, 
and water resources.

Dr. Tom MacMackin is a 
veterinarian who has a gen-
eral practice in Lafayette, 
NY along with his wife, 
Dr. Renata Rehder, who 
is also a veterinarian. The 
practice was established in 
1994 and mainly  cared for 
dogs, cats and horses, and 
for the last twelve years 
has been exclusively small 
animal. He and his fam-
ily, three wonderful high 
school young adults,  four 

dogs and two cats, reside in Lafayette. 
The topic of Friday’s presentation will be about some 
of the many changes that are happening in Veterinary 
Medicine. 
Dr. Tom, as he is affectionately known, grew up in Ca-
zenovia and received his veterinary degree from Cor-
nell University in 1990. Along Dr. Rehder, he enjoys 
spending time with his two children, hiking, kayaking, 
playing basketball, and enjoying the outdoors.
Dr. MacMackin “Loves his Job” and particularly enjoys 
surgeries and challenging cases.

“Scene and Herd” Reboot
After last week’s fantastic innaugural column, our own Denny Baldwin is back at it with another edition 
of Scene and Herd - Reboot. 

A Recap of the August 16 Syracuse Rotary Meeting
by Dennis Baldwin
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OF YOUR SYRACUSE 
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Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation Meeting 

11:00 am, 9/20

Rotary Leadership Institute
Deborah A. Glisson, DGE 
Rotary Leadership Institute District Chair
The Rotary Leadership Institute will be held at the 
Vernon-Verona-Sherrill High School on Saturday, 
October 26th. To register, visit www.RLINEA.org as 
soon as possible if you plan to attend. Anyone wishing 
to participate must be registered at least ten days prior 
to the Institute.  Also, please be aware that if you have 
completed all levels of the Rotary Leadership Institute, 
you should definitely pursue the graduate level this year 
regardless of whether you have experienced the gradu-
ate level in prior Rotary Leadership Institute sessions. 
The current graduate level focuses on the history of 
Rotary and Diversity in Rotary! 

This Week’s Program: 
Dr. Thomas MacMackin
A Veterinarian That Loves His Job 

SyracuseCoE

Dr. Tom and friend.



THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

SEND ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS, PHOTOS AND COMMENTS TO: rotarypress@twcny.rr.com 
JAMES MORROW, EDITOR - SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

A Look Ahead
 5 Friday • September 20

• 11:00 am: RCS Foundation Meeting

• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Dr. Thomas MacMackin, 
veterinarian practicing in LaFayette, NY 

 5 Friday • September 27
• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Ward Vuilemot, Books for the World

 5 Friday • October 4
• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Dr. Stephen Wechsler, Chiropractor 
with a few interesting specialties

 5 Friday • October11
• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Tom Henry - The Civil War

No RCS Birthdays This Week
September 19, 1926
JAMES LIPTON
American actor, writer and host of 
television’s “Inside the Actors Studio” 
on BRAVO.

Dues Are Past-Due
We are well into the 2013-14 Rotary year and many 
Syracuse Rotarians have yet to pay their membership 
dues. If you have not submitted your payment, please 
send your check now, payable to: The Rotary Club of 
Syracuse and mail it to:

Dan Morrow, Treasurer 
Rotary Club of Syracuse 
901 James Street 
Syracuse, NY 13203

How Has Your Life Been 
Changed By Rotary?
Let’s hear about your experience...
by James Morrow

I was reading posts on LinkedIn’s Official Rotary In-
ternational Group recently and was interested in RI 
President Ron Burton’s discussion about how Rota-
ry has changed people’s lives. Many Rotarians posted 
their responses in a few sentences. For example:
Barbara Shayeb-Helou, a Rotarian, posted:

“Making a difference in the lives of people that I 
don’t know and will never see, is what it is all about. 
It helps them. It empowers us. 

Serving breakfast 22 years ago to bald, can-
cer-stricken children tore my heart and made me a 
true Rotarian.” 

Because Rotarians are generally humble people, we 
rarely talk with each other about how certain aspects 
of being a Rotarian have impacted our personal lives.
I thought it would be a good idea to hear feedback 
from our members as to how they feel their lives have 
been changed by Rotary. We are one of the oldest clubs 
in the world and have influenced and touched the 
lives of countless people and organizations. None of it 
would have been possible without our own dedicated 
Rotarians.
When you have a spare minute or two, send me an 
email with your story on how Rotary has changed your 
life to share with our readers. 
rotarypress@twcny.rr.com

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2013
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Present:  Gary Wilson, Ray Leach, Bob Pickett, Jim Morrow, 
Dan Morrow, Vern Lee, Peter Seiffert, Jim Gladziszewski, Brad 
Strait, John Lewien, Dave DeSilva, Mary Lou Thompson, Tom 
O’Shea 
Meeting was called to order by President Wilson at 11:03 
AM.
MMSA amended minutes for July 12, 2013 meeting. Correc-
tion made to show Jim Morrow as Program Chair, not Dan 
Morrow.
Ray Leach, Secretary, reported on several items:
1. SAR (Semi Annual Report) submitted for Pres. Wilson’s 

Signature and for Treasurer Dan Morrow to send pay-
ment for Member Dues, Subscription to Rotary Maga-
zine, Liability Insurance and Council on Legislation Levy 
to Rotary International in Evanston, IL.

2. Hamilton Rotary Club is having a Golf Tournament 
at Seven Oaks Golf Course on Sept. 10, 2013.  All area 
Rotarians are invited.  Contact David Craine at david-
craine@verizon.net.

3. MMSA to accept resignation of Sharon Ann Skiold.
4. MMSA to accept resignation of Josh Nelson.
5. Nominations for District Governor for 2016-2017 are 

due by Sept. 19, 2013.  No candidates from the Board 
were nominated.  Any nominee must be a past presi-
dent of our club.

6. District Conference for next spring will be April 25, 2014 
at 5 PM to April 27, 2014 at noon  Price is $50.00. Contact 
Ann Smiley, Chairman at mailservice@clubrunner.ca.

7. RI convention for 2014 will be held in Sydney, Australia.
Treasurer’s report by Dan Morrow:  (11) members have paid 
their dues so far.  Notices were sent to all members with 
email.  Letters have been snail-mailed to all members with-
out email.  $250.00 check sent to SU College of Forestry for 
the Peru Water Power Project reported on at a regular club 
meeting a few weeks ago  This amount was approved at July 
2014 Board meeting.  The next financial report will be due at 
end of third quarter.
Bob Pickett reported no financial activity by Foundation 
Committee.
Jim Morrow reported for Program Committee: August all 
set except for Aug. 30 (when there will be no meeting.  See 
motion at end of minutes) and Sept. is completely filled.
Jim Morrow also reported that he has created a new web 

site for the club as Frank Decker had asked to be relieved of 
the position of Webmaster.  Check out our new site at “syra-
cuserotary.org”
Peter Seiffert reported for Membership Committee: Volk-
er Weiss will be checking with prospective new member, 
David Jasper.  Membership Directory is nearing completion.  
Pictures of all members are needed.  These can be emailed 
to Jim Morrow at  jim@morrowgraphics.com.  Jim promises 
to put an appropriate cartoon character picture beside the 
name of anyone who doesn’t send him a picture, either by 
email, snail mail or delivered in person.
Brad Strait reported for Activities and Social Committee: Golf 
game scheduled for Aug. 27, 2014 at Westvale Club.  Time 
12:30 PM approximate cost $25.00 including cart.
The August 17, 2010 publication “Committees of Syracuse 
Rotary” has been edited and amended by Brad Strait and 
Dan Morrow and will be ready for distribution at the next 
Board meeting on Sept. 13, 2013.  They also advise that this 
publication will be available on our new web site.
The subject of Community Service Awards Banquet was 
discussed.  This is an outstanding program which has not 
been organized by Syracuse Rotary Club for several years.  
Absent (because of injuries suffered in a fall) Board member 
Charlie Manro was suggested as  potential chairman of this 
committee as he has many good contacts in the community 
which are needed to get good candidates nominated for 
this honor.  President Wilson will contact him.
Youth exchange program was discussed.  Appointing a 
chairman for this committee will be deferred until overall 
feasibility of this program for our club has been determined.
Interact Program which our new District Governor is pro-
moting will be referred to Pat Spadafora.
Finance Committee chair to replace Tom Platt will be jointly 
shared by Jim Gladziszewski and Dave deSilva.
President Wilson reported on an email from Onondaga 
County Health Dept. asking if Syracuse Rotary wished to get 
involved in studying the issue of immunization.  No interest 
by Board in doing this.
MMSA to have no meeting on Aug. 30, 2013, the Friday 
before Labor Day.
Meeting adjourned at 11:55 AM by President Wilson.
Respectfully submitted,  
Ramon D. Leach, Secretary, Rotary Club of Syracuse

RCS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
August 9, 2013 at Drumlins

Recorded By RCS Secretary: Ramon Leach • Approved by the Board of Directors September 13, 2013
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