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September 13 Program: Edward Bogucz
Executive Director SyracuseCoE  in Environmental and Energy Systems
Ed Bogucz leads SyracuseCoE, New York State’s Center of Excellence for inno-
vations in environmental and energy systems. SyracuseCoE engages collaborators 
at more than 200 companies and institutions to address global challenges in clean 

energy, healthy buildings, and sustainable communities. Syr-
acuseCoE’s headquarters is internationally recognized for 
its unique facilities for research, development, and demon-
stration of innovations that improve energy efficiency and 
indoor environmental quality. The facility, which earned 
Platinum in the LEED® green building rating system, is 
located on a redeveloped urban brownfield in downtown 
Syracuse, on the site where the L.C. Smith & Brothers Co. 
once manufactured typewriters along the Erie Canal. Prior 
to SyracuseCoE, Bogucz served more than eight years as 
dean of the L.C. Smith College of Engineering and Com-
puter Science at Syracuse University. During his tenure, the 

college dramatically strengthened its faculty, facilities, student population, spon-
sored research, and relationships with firms and universities across New York. Bo-
gucz joined the Syracuse University faculty in 1985. He has received three awards 
for teaching excellence. He also has worked on R&D projects for Carrier Corp., 
National Grid, NASA, US EPA, US DOE, the National Science Foundation, and 
NYSTAR. Bogucz holds B.S. and Ph.D. degrees in mechanical engineering from 
Lehigh University and an M.S. degree in heat transfer engineering from London’s 
Imperial College. He serves on the Board of the Near Westside Initiative. R
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Happy Friday the Thirteenth!
from: wikipedia.org

Friday the 13th is considered an unlucky day in Western superstition.
Phobia names and etymology: The fear of Friday the 13th has been called frigg-
atriskaidekaphobia. Frigga being the name of the Norse goddess for whom “Fri-
day” is named in English and triskaidekaphobia meaning fear of the number thir-
teen, or paraskevidekatriaphobia, a concatenation of the Greek words Paraskeví 
meaning “Friday”, and dekatreís, meaning “thirteen”, attached to phobía, meaning 
“fear”. The latter word was derived in 1911 and first appeared in a mainstream 
source in 1953. R

Ed Bogucz

RCS Board Meeting 
11:00 am, 9/13
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Update: Thomas Decker in 
the Mountains of Peru
Generators built with 5-gallon buckets.

We were introduced to 
Mr. Decker (no rela-
tion to Frank) at one of 
our meetings when he 
presented his vision for 
providing alternative 
energy to the Andean 
Highlands. He and his 
team developed and now 
build pico-hydro gener-
ators for deployment in 
remote geographic areas 
that have never had the 
convenience of electricity.

An excerpt from his August 2013 newsletter:
After arriving in the Cusco airport I had the thought, 
“I’M FINALLY HERE!” Near a whole year full of hard work, 
fundraising, learning, building, and communicating 
with ECOAN, our NGO in Peru, we finally arrived. The 
group consisted of myself, two of my fellow students 
(Jess and Ross), Samuel Redfield (inventor of the pi-
co-hydro generator), and Doug Hollinger (founder of an 
NGO in upstate NY). The five of us were extremely excit-
ed to hit the ground running and visited the community 
of Abra Malaga the day after arriving to kick start our 
efforts and partnership with the community. We joined 
in on a community meeting and all signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding, cementing the project and our 
relationship.  R

A Look Ahead
 5 Friday • September 13

• 11:00 am: RCS Board Meeting

• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Ed Bogucz, 
Syracuse Center of Excellence

 5 Friday • September 20
• 11:00 am: RCS Foundation Meeting

• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Dr. Thomas MacMackin, 
vetrinarian practicing in LaFayette, NY 

 5 Friday • September 27
• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Ward Vuilemot, Books for the World

 5 Friday • October 4
• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Dr. Stephen Wechsler, Chiropractor 
with a few interesting specialties

SEPTEMBER 13, 2013

Matthew 25 Farm Harvest 
Help Needed!
As we near the mid-way point of September, the Mat-
thew 25 Farm is in need of numerous volunteers to 
help bring in the harvest.  They have a second picking 
of the silver queen sweet corn that needs to be done on 
September 12, 13 & 14. They also have thousands of 
green and yellow beans yet to be harvested as well as an 
an opportunity to glean the onion and tomato fields.  
Finally, there are also a few potato plants that grew in 
the bean field that need to be dug.  All this work is at 
the Tully/Vesper farm.  We will concentrate on the La-
Fayette farm and all that produce the following week 
or two.
If you can help on either Thursday, Friday or Satur-
day of this week (they are closed Sunday) please either 
call the farm at (315) 810-4264 or write the farm at 
matthew25farm@yahoo.com. They usually start around 
9:00AM in the morning and finish mid-afternoon. R

Working in the community of Abra Malaga, Thastayoc, Cusco, Peru


