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Honor Flight Syracuse 
Honors Veterans
By James Morrow

Time is running out. Sadly, in the very near future there 
will be no more living veterans of World War II. No 
chance to hear a first-hand account of our history or 
the role these men and woman played in it more than 
sixty years ago. In a presentation to our club last week, 
Eric Amberge and Jeff Bastable told us about Honor 
Flight Syracuse and their battle against the clock to 
make sure every veteran in the Syracuse area that is 
willing and able can get to Washington, DC to see the 
memorials that honor their service. An honorable en-
deavor and informative presentation. R

This Week’s Program: 
F.O.C.U.S. Greater Syracuse
David L. Reed, New Initiatives Director
from: www.focussyracuse.org

“Forging Our Community’s United Strength,” 
F.O.C.U.S. Greater Syracuse is a community-wide 
visioning program created with the goal of making 
Syracuse a better place to live and work. Started by a 
group of Leadership Greater Syracuse graduates and 
interested residents, the program, loosely modeled af-
ter several visioning projects around the country, came 
out of the desire to determine a course of action and 
growth for Syracuse. F.O.C.U.S. Greater Syracuse is a 
not-for-profit organization.
What is different about F.O.C.U.S. Greater Syracuse 
from other visioning programs is that the ideas came 
from thousands of every day folks, the citizens of Syra-
cuse, not from people in authority positions.
F.O.C.U.S. asked the citizens of Greater Syracuse what 
their dreams were for the future of our community. 
What did they want Central New York to look like in 
the future?
David Reed is the founder and president of Reed Busi-
ness Law, P.C. and Mirador Consulting. He is a grad-
uate of Westhill High School and has diplomas from 
Dartmouth University and Syracuse University’s Col-
lege of Law. Reed worked as a lawyer for Bayer Phar-
maceuticals and Bristol-Myers Squibb before returning 
to the area in 2008 to open a firm specializing in strate-
gic consulting and law. 
Reed will focus on the long-term sustainability of FO-
CUS Greater Syracuse, with an eye toward creating 
revenue and enhancing opportunities that don’t rely on 
government grants. His responsibilities include plan-
ning, research, business development, marketing and 
communications. R

This Week’s Birthday
ROBERT (BOB) SHERBURNE
Birthday: July 25 
Joined RCS:  2012 
Pastor, Methodist

Eric Amberge and Jeff Bastable receive their mugs from Pres. Wilson.
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A Look Ahead
 5 Friday • August 2 • 12:00 pm

RCS Meeting: Robert Batley’s Rotary Scholar

 5 Friday • August 9 • 11:00 am
RCS Board of Directors Meeting

 5 Friday • August 9 • 12:00 pm
RCS Meeting: Jeffery Mayer

 5 Friday • August  • 12:00pm
RCS Meeting: Prof. Sam Clemence 

Attention Syracuse Rotarians
It’s Time For the 2013-14 Club Directories
We need your help! The production process for this Rotary 
year’s club directory is underway.  Membership chairman, 
Peter Siefert, has requested that each RCS member review 
their entry in the previous edition of the directory and, if 
there is a change that needs to be made, please email your 
corrected directory entry to rotarypress@twcny.rr.com as 
soon as is humanly possible, if not before.  R

The 4-Way Test
A Refresher
One of the most widely printed and quoted statements 
of business ethics in the world is the Rotary 4-Way Test. 
It was created by Rotarian Herbert J. Taylor in 1932 
when he was asked to take charge of a company that 
was facing bankruptcy. Taylor looked for a way to save 
the struggling company mired in depression-caused 
financial difficulties. He drew up a 24-word code of 
ethics for all employees to follow in their business and 
professional lives. 
The 4-Way Test became the guide for sales, production, 
advertising and all relations with dealers and custom-
ers, and the survival of the company is credited to this 
simple philosophy. Herb Taylor became president of 
Rotary International in 1954-55. The 4-Way Test was 
adopted by Rotary in 1943 and has been translated into 
more than a hundred languages and published in thou-
sands of ways. 
Here it is in English: “Of the things we think, say or do: 

1. Is it the Truth? 
2. Is it Fair to all concerned? 
3. Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 
4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned?”  R

The Top Five
Our Longest Serving Syracuse Rotarians
1. Alex Charters (60 years) . . . . . . . . . October 1952
2. Al Falcone (51 years) . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 1962
3. John Marcellus (48 years) . . . . . . . . . March 1965
4. Dennis Baldwin (44 years) . . . . . September 1968
5. James Lutz (43 years) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 1970

They keep going and going and going...

Email Scam Targets Rotarians
Several U.S. Rotarians have recently reported receiv-
ing an email with the subject line: “Awful Trip!!! (Ur-
gent Help Needed)” It fraudulently claims to be from 
RI President Ron Burton, reporting he is in Valencia, 
Spain, and in urgent need of money to replace stolen 
cash, cards, etc. The email was apparently sent by an 
unauthorized access to one of his email accounts. RI 
staff is working to resolve the issue; but please be aware 
the email is a scam. 
Also be aware of Facebook pages or other websites us-
ing the Rotary logo without permission in order to so-
licit money and imply a relationship with Rotary.  R

PLEASE NOTE: This week’s meeting will be officiated by yours 
truly in place of an absent President Wilson. I don’t know where 
Gary will be but I’m sure it is a very important engagement.
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RCS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
June 14, 2013 at Drumlins

Recorded By RCS Secretary: Ramon Leach • Approved by the Board of Dirtectors July 12, 2013

Present:  Gary Wilson, Ray Leach, Brad Strait, Tom 
Platt, Jim Morrow, Dan Morrow, Peter Seiffert, Mary 
Lou Thompson, Jim Gladziszewski, Tom O’Shea, Pat 
Spadafora. 

Meeting was called to order by President Wilson at 
11:00 AM.

MMSA minutes of May 10, 2013 Board meeting.

No Treasurers report. Dave DeSilva absent.   Dan 
Morrow elected treasurer for Rotary year 2013-
2014.

Jim Morrow will be Program Chairman for 2013-
2014. Programs all set through the remainder of 
June 2013.

There will be no regular club meeting on July 5, 
2013.

Peter Seiffert reported on membership.  Tiffany 
Steinwert, new member applicant, has had her 
application published in Rotary Press for two weeks 
without objection.  MMSA to accept her as a new 
member.  We are pleased to have her as new mem-
ber.  She is Dean of Hendrick’s Chapel at SU.  We 
have for many years had as a Syracuse Rotary Club 
member the person holding this position, although 
not since Tom Wolfe resigned from the club.

Brad Strait reported on a successful and pleasant 
golf outing in support of Matthew 25 organization 
fund raiser.  Eight Rotarians and friends participat-
ed making up (2) of (17) foursomes.

Brad Strait raised a discussion relative to retention 
and active involvement of new members.  It was 

pointed out that every new member should start 
serving on a committee as soon as they are induct-
ed.  This brought about an extended discussion of 
the committees we have and who is on them and 
what they do.  Secretary Leach passed out a list of 
committees which had been put together a few 
years ago.  Brad Strait and Dan Morrow will get 
together and update this document with input from 
all Board members, each of whom was given a copy 
with request they make their own suggestions so 
Brad and Dan can profit from the group’s thinking.  
One specific opening mentioned by Pres. Wilson is 
the need for a Youth Exchange Committee.  A clear 
definition of what this will involve is needed.  This is 
something RI is urging all clubs to have.

Dan Morrow described the Open House at ProLiter-
acy.  This was a great success and Syracuse Rotary 
was given special mention as being a important 
part of the building project. The sign we donated is 
installed and operating.

Finance Committee Chairman Tom Platt is resigning 
this position effective July 1, 2013.  He will provide 
an outline of the duties of this job so any potential 
candidates can assess their abilities.

Publicity Committee-Chairman Jim Morrow report-
ed no activity.

Meeting adjourned by Pres. Wilson at 11:55AM

Respectfully submitted,  
Ramon D. Leach, Secretary 
Rotary Club of Syracuse
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The minutes from The Rotary Club of Syracuse Board of Directors 
meetings will be published here after they are approved by the Board 

in the next available issue of The Rotary Press.


